AT AT Y@ ACSFT 2pad
'5"0 APRIL , 2023
-~ %3 - &y

SANGBAD BICHITRA

ONLY OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF CAB
P 95 ﬂ?ﬁ% ALY | CULTURAL ASSOCIATION OF BENGAL | NORTH AMERICA

Contact CAB USPS No: 020877 | ISN: 1542 5657
Registered Office FOR ANY QUESTION OR INFORMATION ABOUT
141 Grymes Hill Road, CULTURAL ASSOCIATION OF BENGAL (CAB)

Staten Island, PLEASE VISIT THE WEBSITE " www.cabusa.org®
New York 10301, USA Email Address: cabusal972@gmail.com
CAB AWARD

CAB RECOGNITION FOR 2023
" Every year CAB recognizes persons who have done outstanding
work in spreading Bengali Culture, Literature, Community work, etc.
for the Bengali Community in North America."
Should you decide to recommend any such person, please send it to:
dchad42@aol.com or chittasahal943@gmail.com. or ranusarkar@hotmail.com
Last date of Submission : April 30, 2023.
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NABC 2023: NABC 2024: NABC 2025:

Organized By: Organized By: Organized By:
KPC Bengali Hall of Fame Bengali Association of Greater " to Kali Bari
President: Chicago, oro.n O Kall baril
Parthasarathi Mukhopadhyay  Chairperson: Indranil Roychaudhury President:
June 30, July 1 &2, 2023 July 4, 5 &6, 2024 Jaydeb Sarkar
Jim Whelan Boardwalk Ha”, Renaissance Convention Center’ Venue and Dates :
Atlantic City, NJ Schaumburg, IL To be announced later
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NABC 2023: ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSEY
Registrations are moving very fast. Registration rates will increase soon. There will be
a 10% increase in registration cost for the Standard category and 5% increase in the
Benefactor/Donor/Donor Premium category starting from April 15th 2023. Also -
hotels are getting filled up quickly. We are almost 60-90% SOLD OUT in our discounted
hotels. If you are planning to attend the largest ever event organized on Bengali
Cultural Heritage - please make your decision quickly.


http://www.cabusa.org/
mailto:cabusa1972@gmail.com
mailto:dcha42@aol.com
mailto:chittasaha1943@gmail.com

Gala Events at a glance

NABC 2023 PRESENTS (s )
AT JIM WHELAN BOARDWALK HALL, ATLANTIC CITY N K==

NABC 2023 -
ATLANTIC CATY - -
NEW JERSEY

SURIDAY JULY ?Z,N@ ar 8:30PM

CAB EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2023-2024

Elected President : Co-opted:
Ranadeb Sarkar Debiprosad Palit,

Elected : Arpita Gupta,
Tapas Sanyal Pradip Gupta,
Dipayan Sarkar Piya Roy, I Abhik Dasgupta
Partha Chakraborty Lipika Mukhopadhyay, 1 Ashis Sengupta
Indrashis Basuroychowdhury ~ Amitabh Chowdhury, 1 Ashok Rakhit
Sudipta Chattopadhyay Amit Ganguly, I Gopendu Chakrabarti
Dipankar Chattopadhyay Hassnuzzaman Saki L Kallol Chattopadhyay

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Chairperson
Dilip Chakrabarti

Member

Milan Awon
Pranab Das
Sugata Bagchi
Surajit Sengupta
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A True Story
Bani Bhattacharyya, Illinois

My whole body shook and the hairs of the body
stood up straight whenever that memory came
back to my mind. | felt uneasy and started shaking.
That day, that hour and those minutes I'd never
forget.

It was one of the last few days of December of
2020. Snow accumulated outside. In Chicago,
there was extremely cold weather outside with high
wind which chilled you to the bone. At 9 am on a
weekday there was no one was outside.
Everybody was home bound because of the Covid
pandemic.

| had morning tea with leisure. Then | thought |
should go upstairs to see my sick husband who
was in bed with kidney failure and toxic thyroid.

| leisurely climbed the stairs, dragging my old body.
Suddenly, | looked up. I didn’t know why. What a
scene! I'd never forget what | saw there.

My husband was hanging on the railing of the
stairs. His head and upper half of his body with
arms were in the air on the outer side of the railing
and the other half with legs were on the opposite
side on the carpet. His mouth was open. Saliva
was secreting and dripping on the marble first floor
far below. His eyes were open wide and pupils
were resting in the upper part of the sockets. His
body was not moving. Because | was a physician
and practiced anesthesia for a long time, | took
care of many conscious and unconscious patients
in my life. Making quick decisions within a few
seconds was part of my job. But those patients
were not related to me. There was no question of
emotion. | had to be immersed in just doing my
duty.

But now, here was a person who was very near
and dear to my heart. His outcome depended on
my proper move and action immediately. How
could I find an instant solution now? Because of
my advanced age, | couldn’t move that quickly or
make a decision fast enough. | didn’t have that
much energy anymore.

Suddenly, | felt within my weak body a surge of
adrenaline which regenerated me. | quickly rushed
up the stairs to be near to him. | shouted, calling
him by his nick name.

“‘Mitu, Mitu.”

feel any rush of blood there. Both of his arms were
outside the railing and beyond my ability to bring
them towards me. Suddenly all the blood of my
body rushed into my heart and | felt like fainting for
a moment. Quickly again | came back to my
senses. His body was warm. So, | guessed
whatever happened to him was not too long ago. |
still had only a couple of minutes to spare to bring
him back to life. | shouted, “Please my God, bring
him back to life. Please help me.”

| thought about calling 911 but that might take a
few minutes. Then it would be too late to bring him
back to life. Getting anybody else during the time
of Covid and the office hours was out of the
guestion, when every second matters. Because the
heavier part of his body including his head and
arms were hanging outside the railing, there was
the risk of him falling on the floor below. Although |
knew how to do cardiac massage because of my
experience as an anesthesiologist, | was smaller in
size and wondered, ‘How can | bring his whole
body from the railing of the stairs towards me to do
the massage?’

With all my strength | shouted, “God, please help
me. Please show me the way.”

| called again, “Ben, please open your eyes,
please wake up.”

My whole body was sweating when | tried to bring
him back off the railing and was unsuccessful.
Shouted again, “God, please show me the way. |
need you.”

| tried to push Ben’s body so that he would wake
up. Then said, “Ben, please come back to me.
Please God, please be with me, please wake Ben

up.”

With all my energy | tried again to bring Ben
towards me at the other side of railing,
but was unsuccessful.

Suddenly, | uttered loudly, “God, if you are real
which | believe You are, and then please prove it to
me that You are for all mankind. | know God is
there for those who call Him with all their faith!”
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Then, suddenly Ben’s body shook. With all my effort
| succeeded in bringing his one arm back towards
me. | could feel the pulse, but it was weak.

| kept on calling by his name. Then | saw, Ben’s
whole body was shaking. He made a jerky move. His
eye lashes moved and eyes closed. He closed his
mouth which was full of saliva. Ben swallowed. His
color came back and his muscles started to become
strong.

| tried with all my energy to bring his body back
towards me. He cooperated. | lowered his body, put
him on the carpet. Ben tried to help me in doing so.

| touched his pulse at the wrist. It felt stronger now.
He closed his eyes. After swallowing his saliva, his
color came back. Ben closed his eyes. The color of
his body became pink. Now suddenly he opened his
eyes. He looked at me. Again, he closed his eyes.

In the meantime, almost five minutes had passed
since | discovered him. | suddenly felt exhausted and
put my head on his body.

He opened his eyes and said, “Bani.”

My whole body shook with joy. | suddenly felt
refreshed. Then | talked to my Supreme saying,
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“My Lord, now I’'m convinced you exist. Thank You.”

Two days after | asked him, “What happened to
you?” He didn’t remember any of this. So many
days have passed since then. Still, that day, that
moment appears in front of my eyes as if it is
happening. Then | realize there must be some
supreme power who directs us to take the right
path if we ask with our whole heart.

Nowadays, many times my parents appeared in my
mind. My father sent me for higher education
against everybody’s desire in our household. At
that time there was the dowry tradition in India, and
to get a higher educated groom for me would cost
more money, which my father would not be able to
afford. My father told them, “I want my daughters to
be educated enough so that they can pull through
on their own during a rough time. | hope they never
have to face that, but at least they will be able to
take care of themselves.”

My mother told us, “God is there during your
difficult time. If you sincerely believe and ask for
His help then He will rescue you.”

| learned that day, a miracle can happen, never
give up hope.

CELEBRATING

Get ready to be a part of an immersive experience that

. showcases the arts, music, dance, poetry, drama,
~ exhibitions, and much more from Bengal. This year, Bay

Area Prabasi promises to take you on an unforgettable
journey into Bengali culture, offering a feast for the senses
and a deep appreciation of the artistic traditions that
define this vibrant community. Join us for an experience of
a lifetime!
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Golden Jubilee Celebration
Apr 29-30, 2023
=

www.prabasi.org ; 'I—883—BENC-}ALI;Vinfo@prabasi.org

Durga Puja celebrations with these
celebrities in

Durga Puja '
Oct 20-22, 2023
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Arundhati Sarkhel ,

Nean o ML Massachuesettes

Flegant 4 BHIK Flat For Sale
Mandeville Gardens, Kolkata (mnear Gariahat)
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“A hundred years from today, who are you...reading a poem of mine under
curiosity’s sway, a hundred years from today?”

UNIVERSAL ANTHEM: Several of Tagore’s poems have become universal anthems.
The following iconic poem, composed in 1900, is often quoted by social activists and
reformers as their inspiration. Actor/Activist Martin Sheen has often recited this
poem while addressing crowds

Where the Mind is without Fear (Chitta jetha bhoyshunya)

“Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high
Where knowledge is free
Where the world has not been broken up into fragments
By narrow domestic walls
Where words come out from the depth of truth
Where tireless striving stretches its arms toward perfection
Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way
Into the dreary desert sand of dead habit
Where the mind is led forward by thee
Into ever-widening thought and action
Into that heaven of freedom, my father
Let my country awake.”

ODE TO LOVE: Love and Eternity weave timeless themes in Tagore's poetry and
philosophy. This is most poignantly expressed in the following poem which was one
of Audrey Hepbum's favorites.

Unending Love (Ananta Prem)

“I seem to have loved you in numberless forms, numberless times
In life after life, in age after age, forever.

My spellbound heart has made and remade the necklace of songs,
That you take as a gift, wear round your neck in your many forms,
In life after life, in age after age, forever ...

Whenever | hear old chronicles of love, its age-old pain
Its ancient tale of being apart or together
As | stare on and on into the past, in the end you emerge,
Clad in the light of a pole-star piercing the darkness of time
You become an image of what is remembered forever
You and I have floated here on the stream that brings from the fount
At the heart of time, love of one for another
We have played alongside millions of lovers, shared in the same
Shy sweetness of meeting, the same distressful tears of farewell
Old love but in shapes that renew and renew forever
Today it is heaped at your feet, it has found its end in you
The love of all man’s days both past and forever
Universal joy, universal sorrow, universal life
The memories of all loves merging with this one love of ours
And the songs of every poet past and forever.”

WELCOME TO
TAGORE GROVE MEMORIAL

A Place for Peace and Introspection

——

Tagore Grove Memorial is a unique permanent monument to the genius of
Tagore and his message of universalism and a borderless world. The
memorial celebrates the life of a true world icon. It also pays homage to
Tagore's seminal visit to Houston in 1921, almost a century ago. The first
phase of this project was completed in 2013 with the establishment of the
statue in the Park. The establishment of the Memorial in 2023 marks the
completion of our vision for this project. The Memorial is dedicated to the
people of Houston as a sacred place for peace and introspection, to foster
harmony, love and unity in the most diverse city in the United States.

Tagore Society of Houston
Tagore Society of Houston (TSH) is a non sectarian, non religious, non-political
organization, established in 1974 with the sole purpose of disseminating the
universal ideas and philosophy of Rabindranath Tagore. The Tagore Memorial
represents the most important and meaningful project undertaken by Tagore
Society to date. Detailed information on the Society and its activities can be found

“I slept and dreamt that life was joy, | awoke and found the life was service
| acted and behold, service was joy.”

https:/ /tagoresociety.or;

Tagore Grove Memorial Unveiled at Ray Miller Park, Houston Texas

Houston, Texas: The Tagore Society of Houston proudly
announces the unveiling of the Tagore Grove Memorial, an
unique permanent open-air public monument at the Ray
Miller Park in Houston, Texas. The monument, which includes
a full size statue of Rabindranath Tagore, is built on the
premise that we need heroes to inspire us to be our better
selves, especially in times of great divisions. One such hero
was Tagore who, in 1913, became the first non-European
Nobel Laureate in Literature. Tagore soon became a worldwide
ambassador of peace,

humanism, and universalism. His message inspired world leaders and people alike, and even now continues to

inspire generations worldwide.

The Memorial was unveiled on February 25, 2023, to coincide with the 102nd anniversary of Tagore's seminal visit
to Houston in 1921. It was also a wonderful blessing that the unveiling occurred during India’s celebration of 75
years of Independence. The Memorial brings to life the timeless appeal of Tagore’s philosophy of universalism and
vision of a borderless world. The beautifully architected memorial (designed by Houston architect Alvaro Espinal
and built by Aria Signs and Design), looks like a modern day stonehenge and is a significant addition to the
architectural landscape of Houston. The memorial also contains an exposition of ‘alpona’, an unique Bengali folk
art popularized by Tagore. The alpona is by Houston artist Sneha Bhavsar.
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CONCEPTUAL DESIGN of TAGORE MEMORIAL
“Art is the expression of the universal through the individual” RABINDRANATH TAGORE-

A Borderless Visionary

Tagore Grove Memorial is based on the Rabindranath Tagore, in 1913, became the first non-European to win the
ancient Vedic geometric spiritual and ritual Nobel prize for Literature for the exquisite beauty of his poetry in

symbol of the mandala. The form’s Gitanjali (Song Offerings). He was soon recognized as the foremost poet, =2
symmetry represents the balance of the philosopher, social and political thinker of his time and a true -
universe. When used to establish a sacred Renaissance man. His philosophy of humanism and a borderless world,

space, a mandala signifies a spiritual
journey from outside the square to the
circle’s inner core. This journey represents a

left an indelible mark everywhere he traveled, in fact remaining pop#ilat.
even today almost 80 years after his passing. In India, he is affectionately «
called as “Gurudev”, the Luminous Teacher. The following testimonials

movement from ignorance to provide a small measure of Tagore's stature in the world.
enlightenment. The memorial’s inner
sanctum consists of an alpana, a Bengali folk In 1912, American poet Ezra Pound, a major figure in the early modernist
art style consisting of colored motifs, poetry movement, praised Tagore for possessing ‘the poetic piety of
patterns, and symbols that are painted on floors and walls. The impermanence of Dante'.
the hand painted alpana reflects the transitory nature of material life. Romain Rolland, 1915 Nobel Laureate in Literature de

“the living symbol of the spirit of light and harmony s
free bird, in the midst of storms.”
Pearl S. Buck, the 1938 Nobel Laureate in Literature held regard for
Tagore, saying “A profound sense of beauty pervades Tagore's works
ennobles it and makes it understandable to every human heart...In this
troubled world, it is good to remember him and to recall again this bcaut y

The exterior panels of the Memorial presents viewers with important facts of
Tagore's life and achievements, and as one enters the structure, Tagore's thoughts
are revealed with selections of his quotes and poems. The physical structure of the
mandala is created from weathering steel, which gains its beauty from a rust
patina that forms and subtly changes over time. The rust patina represents the
red-brown soil of Shantiniketan, India, where Tagore built Vishwa Bharati s
University. The patina and the integration of planters into the structure is a in his message.” o B
Dr. Albert Schweitzer, 1952 Nobel Prize for Peace, said, “...This complefely "
noble and harmonious thinker belongs not only to his people but to all
humanity.”

Tagore Society of Houston remains immensely grateful to all who have The above thought was echoed by Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan, Presidentof”

encouraged the organization to develop and build this impactful project and India 1962'_1%7' who wrf)te = indansih Tagare was one of the few -
appreciate the continued support of our patrons. representatives of the universal person to whom the future of the world

belongs.” (2
In 1961, UNESCO paid homage to Tagore with the statement “...He had

faith in the fruitfulness of cultural intercourse and friendship. With this
message he wasand remains a Guru to Unesco”.

“His work, as well as he himself, was a bridge between India and the
world”, wrote Octavio Paz, the 1990 Nobel Laureate in Literature.

Rev Dr. Herbert F Vetter, Founding Director, Cambridge Forum, said of
Tagore's poetry, “Humanity will increasingly honor the treasury of
prayers. Like the Psalms of David, they transcend time and speak directly

reminder of Tagore's belief that humans and human creations can exist
harmoniously with the natural environment.

s to the human heart. ) ; ‘
Please scan to see full list of Please scan to “When I shall cease to be on this earth, should you wish to n’mt’mbe;’mc. .
Donors to the Memorial, donate to Tagore Society Come to the shady solitude of this Grove." . ‘d

v relg @ 1agore Grove Memorial Unveiled at Ray Miller Park, Houston Texas

e i

The memorial is designed to evoke the ambience of ancient Vedic sacred spaces with an
linner space featuring timeless quotes and poems of Tagore, and an outer space
representing his life and achievements. Located in a public park, the Memorial can be
visited at any time of the day; being free, it can be visited time and again as a permanent
fountain of inspiration and wisdom, for peace and introspection. The combination of
iconic structure and Tagore's eternal messages also makes it an eye-catching attraction
for visitors to Houston, one of the most diverse cities in North America.

The opening ceremony was graced by India's Consul-General Aseem Mahajan as the chief guest, along with speakers
Dr John B Boles, Professor Emeritus of History, Rice University, Dr. Partha Ghosh, Founder, The Boston Pledge,
representatives from Congressman Al Green and Congresswoman Lizzie Fletcher, Mr. K. P. George, Fort Bend County
Judge, Mr. Andy Meyers, Fort Bend County Commissioner Pct 3, representatives from Harris County Pct 4, and other
distinguished guests. Mr. Aseem Mahajan said, "Tagore's universal message of harmony and peace is highly significant
for all of us in today's world."

The Tagore Society of Houston President, Gopendu Chakrabarti, said, "The project by Tagore Society of Houston is to
honor Rabindranath Tagore and create a path for future generations to be inspired by the legacy of his multifaceted
genius."

The Tagore Society of Houston is a nonsectarian, non-religious, and non-political organization, established in 1974
with the sole purpose of disseminating the universal ideas and philosophy of Rabindranath Tagore. For more
information on the Tagore Society of Houston and upcoming events, please visit their website

https://tagoresociety.org/ or contact via email at: info@tagoresociety.org.
9
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Tagore Grove Memorial: Inviting the world to revisit the

legacy of a phenomenal genius
By: Mrinal Chaudhuri, Houston, TX

A little over a century ago in 1921 Rabindranath Tagore,
the world’s first non-European and non-white Nobel
laureate in literature from India, then under infamous
British Colonial rule, came to Houston, America’s fourth
largest city. On the eve of his arrival in Houston, The
Rice Thresher wrote, “Considered a genius, the great
versatility of Tagore makes him an outstanding figure in
the world today. He reached the height of excellence in
every department of literature ... showing creative
genius and great originality. He is remarkable in that he
combines in himself the traits of the East and the West
in a superdegree. He is a contemplative philosopher, a
mystic poet, and yet he is a man who can do things, an
organizer who can make his dreams come true." The
weekly student magazine of Rice University was spot-on
about Tagore. The Bengali polymath, though for all right
reasons, has his pride of place in the world’s intellectual
heritage, has been often ignored undeservingly. And
that too is at our own peril.

Houston-based Tagore Society, a nonsectarian, non-
religious, non-political organization was established in
1974, with an avowed objective of spreading the
universal human values Rabindranath Tagore, the
winner of the Nobel Prize in 1913, firmly stood for. They
have taken a humble yet very significant initiative to
dispel the world’s most developed nation’s amnesia
about the genius with a creatively sculpted memorial at
Ray Miller Park in the center of the city’s downtown.
The open-air memorial, inarguably one of its kind not
only in the USA but possibly also in the whole world,
was made open to the public on February 25, 2023.
Thoughtfully designed around Tagore’s full-figure bronze
statue the space has sixteen panels in two customized
octagonal arrangements with the inscriptions of some
evocative quotes curated from his vast body of works as
well as some comments about him from worldfamous
writers like Romain Rolland and scientists like Albert
Einstein. His novels, stories, songs, dance dramas, and
essays centering topics political and personal are still
oft-quoted and panned for their thought-provoking
lyricism, colloquialism, naturalism, and prescient
contemplation. His compositions were chosen by two
nations as their national anthems: India's Jana Gana
Mana and Bangladesh's Amar Shonar Bangla. (On this
score too, he has no equal). Even a cursory glance at his

10

oeuvre built around 50 volumes of poems including
Gitanjali — ‘Song Offerings’ that fetched him the Noble
prize, 8 novels and 4 novellas, 93 short stories 50 plus
plays, 2230 songs, 90 titles of essays, travelogues, letters,
lectures will give an idea of the wide expanse of his
creative landscape. The list of his global admirers was
truly long and included (besides Rolland and Einstein)
Ezra Pound, W.B. Yeats, Andre Gide, Saint-John Perse,
Juan Ramon Jimenez, Boris Pasternak, Aane Akhmatova,
Octavio Paz to name a few. His appeal between the two
world wars became so ubiquitous that he had to trot the
globe across 34 countries in that period and interact with
almost all his contemporary luminaries. While Ezra
Pound bracketed Tagore with Dante his proverbial poem
“Where the mind is without fear” or the song, “If they
answer not to thy call” continue to remain among the
most oft-quoted resolutions by apostles of peace,
political leaders, and celebrity activists alike across the
world.

The Memorial has a story to tell, a short history of
immersive engagement of many from diverse professions
making it truly a collaborative tour de force by Indians
and Americans together. It all began over a decade back
with two prong mission. While one was to commemorate
Tagore’s visit to Houston that left a measurable impact,
the other one was to focus on the greater goal of making
it an organic interface for getting a curious glimpse into
the works, thoughts and ideals of a multifaceted creative
genius. Those are as relevant as they were during the
tumultuous period between two world wars. It was
about the same time when the project took off, British
Journalist lan Jack, equally troubled and vexed by the
yawning ignorance about Tagore in the world beyond the
mindscape of 250 million Bengals went eloquent in the
Guardian. He wrote under a screaming headline
“Rabindranath Tagore was a global phenomenon, so why
is he neglected? ... | consulted two dictionaries of
guotations, the Oxford and Penguin, to check the most
memorable lines of this poet, novelist, essayist, song and
short story writer. Not a single entry. They skipped from
Tacitus to Hippolyte Taine as if there was nothing in
Tagore's collected works (28 thick books, even with his
2,500 songs published separately) that ever had stuck in
anyone's mind, or was so pithily expressed that it
deserved to; as if what had come out of Tagore's pen was
a kind of oriental ectoplasm, floating high above our
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Tagore Grove Memorial: Inviting the world to revisit the legacy of a phenomenal genius

materialist western heads, and ungraspable.” TSH’s
reading of today’s global reality was no different.
Dedicated to the exploration of the legacy of cultural
riches reaped by Tagore during his highly prolific
productive life span of almost 70 years out of his physical
longevity of 80 years, Tagore Society, to their collective
dismay, didn’t find the laureate’s name in the list of
twenty plus all-time greats in his field. Neither did they
could make much headway to attain their objective of
bringing back Tagore in the mainstream of diverse
creative persuasions and critical thinking which
comprised his unquestionable forte. He was, in fact, a
poet, painter, philosopher, social reformer, institution
builder, innovative educator, songwriter, novelist, short
storyteller, cultural historian, playwright, political
commenter, humanist, environmentalist and public
speaker-all coalesced into one; one with no parallel
excepting Leonardo Da Vinci and Goethe. In addition,
there is lan Jack’s other apt observation in the said
article, “More than anything, what Tagore stood for was
a synthesis of east and west”.
(https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2011/m
ay/07/rabindranath-tagore-why-was-heneglected)
In the first phase, the full-size statue sculpted by
Gopinath Ray and Kamal Mondal, two Kolkata-based
artists was installed. Post the installation a couple of
flaws were detected. Lori Betz, an eminent American
fine art sculptor and owner of Betz Art Foundry was
asked for her remedial interventions which she
undertook and immaculately retouched after her
personal research on Tagore about whom she had been
completely blank. Subsequently, the space around the
statue came alive with the much awarded architect,
Alvaro Espinal’s time-consuming multi-phased
experimentations in structural design that was
fabricated with sixteen weatherproof alloy-made panels
by Houston’s premier billboard company Aria Sign &
Design; and last but not the least among the attractions
is the compatible and connotative Alpana (exclusively an
Indian and South Asian folk art style featuring colored
motifs, patterns and symbols) on the ground by Neha
Bhavsar, a gifted American practitioner (of the art) of
Indian origin. For Neha who only knew Tagore by name
among them there was a reference to Alpana from a
virtuoso master of this genre of art, Professor
Sudhiranjan Mukherjee of Viswabharati University,
Santiniketan (founded by Tagore himself using mostly his
Nobel prize money and was dubbed by no other than
Mahatma Gandhi as “a national treasure and
international institution”). Mukherjee could only churn
the theme-based alpana for a panel. Taking the cue, she
delved deep into Tagore’s creative psyche to deliver a
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magnificent piece of artwork. In the whole episode, the
story of Espinal, a Master in Architecture from the
University of Texas is a living testament to the growing
influence of the great man on someone with no inkling
of him and who belonged to another century that is,
even more, striferidden. After taking the first brief from
TSH, he practically took a long sabbatical only to explore
Tagore and then a couple of auto rejections later, when
he came up with the memorial structure it became
obvious that he was in perfect tune with ‘Tagoreisque’
sensibility. Many would argue that for professionals such
a quest is nothing new or unique. But what stood out
here is that the professional compulsion triggered in all
of them a profound interest in Tagore. They all went
beyond their respective academic referential practices,
internalized the vision(s) he left for the world to become
a place where every single mortal’s dignity would be
nonnegotiable and moved a few notches up both as
artists and personalities. No exceptions were the
employees of Arean Sign. They similarly left no stone
unturned to contribute to the concert of making the
memorial one of its kind on American Soil, if not on the
whole planet. To succinctly put, they together have
proved that understanding Tagore is a rich
transformational experience. Engagement with him is
truly rewarding in our ongoing era. An era that spews
venoms of rampant distrust and rattling discords has
been leaving seemingly permanent scars on human
civilization. Tagore rang the alarm bell with a note of
nuanced introspective conviction that could make the
difference if followed earnestly: “I slept and dreamt that
life was joy, | awoke and found the life was service/ |
acted and behold, service was joy”.

Tagore Memorial will, for certain, witness footfalls of the
visitors, mostly ones with no knowledge of him and
chances are some of them will go back with an urge to
know more about Tagore, his ideals and philosophy
decoded through his writings and speeches which have
been now far more consummately translated than
before. In today’s global context, they will rediscover
Tagore as a farsightedness phenomenon who has
remained consistently relevant despite the abject
amnesia about him. Tagore had evidently harnessed his
profound insights into human existence and its complex
range of crises from India’s highly fascinating
philosophical past and then deciphered them in the light
of modern epistemology. He did it all through his life. His
search for ‘truth” went through Himalayan odds. But he
stayed unshaken with unwavering integrity in his quest.
He never shied away from the task of awakening man to
the looming peril of the civilization that they themselves
were responsible for.
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€290\ NABC 2023
e ATLANTIC CITY

T

KPC BENGALI HALL OF FAME JERSEY
-

DEDICATED TO BENGALI HERITAGE

NABC 2023 is the 43rd Bengali cum South Asian conference in North America, organized by KPC Bengali Hall of Fame
in partnership with several local Bengali/Indian cultural organizations. The seminar will be held on June30t through
July 2nd, 2023, at the Jim Whalen Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City, NJ. This event is created to present a unique mix of
cultural programs that highlight the identity and heritage of Bengal and will feature an opulently colorful potpourri of
South Asian cultural programs over the three- day period. It will include music and various other performing and fine art
presentations including dance recitals, theater, film screening, etc. Also featured are discussion seminars and forums to
discuss business, literature, and social issues that will have lasting impacts in our lives in times to come. The event will
also feature the following:

*Several thousand attendees from across the world,

*Extensive media coverage on various outlets including TV, Web, podcast, advertisement,etc.

*South Asian musical and dance recitals of all genres, movies, drama and related discussions,

*Business seminar, Literary and other seminars and topical workshops,

*Trade show showcasing a wide variety of products from the US, India, and Bangladesh,

More information is available on nabc2023.net.

Business Seminar - An important part of NABC 2023 is the Business Seminar, which is designed to be a forum for
discussion emerging issues, trends facing the business world including innovation, technology, changing faces of work,
trend in geo-political and economic issues, leadership in the changing marketplace, etc. An estimated 100+ people are
expected to attend the seminar.

Speakers and Discussion Leaders: several top business leaders from the US and India have been identified and
contacted for potential participation in the seminar. Some of the guest participants from prior years include Indra Nooyi
(former CEO of PepsiCo), Rajat Gupta (Former Global Managing Partner of McKinsey), Dr. Pallab Chatterjee (Chairman of
3 Lines Venture Capital and former CEO of 12 Technologies and former CTO of Texas Instruments), Sanat
Chattopadhyay (EVP and President of Merck & Co.), Nandita Bakhshi (CEO of Bank of the West), Prith Banerjee (CTO of
ANSYS, Inc), etc.

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) - The role of speakers and corporate sponsors in the success of non-profit
organizations and social NGOs like the organizer of NABC cannot be overemphasized. Support of such initiatives in the
business world has come a long way to become an integral part of the CSR strategy of corporations. In fact, companies
like Accenture, Microsoft, Google, and Intel are amongst the leaders in the bandwagon, and have been shaping our
society through innovation, service, and a vision of integration of communities in the global arena. As a matter of fact,
these companies have consistently ranked in the top echelons of best global corporate citizens as judged by CR

magazine. Business Seminar — NABC2023 — June 30 & Julyl
Multi-segment event addressing current issues of business and economics

- Format panel discussion, interview and or issue focused presentation
- Focused on USA and India
- Will address the rise of India as an industrial economy - 5th largest in the world

- Several industry focused presentations including finance, technology and or general industrial

«  Will address some of the pressing issues of the time including climate change and clean
energy, Al and all other tech enabled innovation

« Guest speakers will include some of the top business leaders of the US and India Potential
guests include Vice Chair of a eminent global consulting company, HBS professor and
industry consultant, very successful entrepreneurs, Private Equity investors, and others.

- A separate session for entrepreneurship - selected entrepreneurs who have been very
successful in the western business world and a potential presentation by Venture Capitalist
and Private Equity Inventors on what they look for in potential investment.

- A separate event for business idea competition for budding Bengali entrepreneurs. Winners
will be awarded cash prizes - ideas and business plans sourced from Kolkata
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