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Dear Friends of CAB

Many of our NABC Leadership just returned from India
after a very successful Kolkata kickoff at Bengal Club
on January 21st evening. Over 150 people attended our
kickoff dinner and we saw lot of excitement in eyes
of exhibitors, artists and many volunteer supporters
who had been working with us last several weeks
raising funds. Milan Awon, our convenor and 1 also
met US Deputy Consul at Kolkata office and explained
our 46 years of tradition for North American Bengali
Conference and importance of this cultural exchange
between Bengali diaspora in the US and West Bengal.
They assured us full cooperation and quick visa
stamping in their office when files come from the US
State Department. They thanked us for reaching out
to them.

Our cultural program team has worked very hard
lining up first-in-class artists from West Bengal and
few from Bangladesh and also meeting our budget for
this NABC. Now it is your turn to register and help
us presenting a successful NABC on July 2-5, 2026 in
Westchester County Center in White Plains, NY. It has
a 4000-capacity concert hall with chairs in both main
floor and in the balcony upstairs. It is equipped with
many LED screens, lights and audio system similar to
any high-quality large concert hall. We have a second
stage theater with built-in audio-visual system suitable
for drama and other curated programs requiring
smaller size audience.

We are reaching out to many local organizations in
North America to encourage participation of our own
talents. Please call our local program Leader Tapas
Sanyal and his team to enlist in our local programs that
are often as good as professionals coming from Kolkata.
We are also organizing a 3-day youth workshop under
the leadership and initiative of Ms. Meena Dam where
we are bringing nationally renowned artists like Ashis
Malakar and Shibshankar Das who will give workshop
teaching our children 8-16 yrs. of age of Sholar arts
as well as painting. 1 would strongly encourage all our
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President’'s message for March 2026

parents of youth to register their children for this youth
workshop - first time in NABC to engage our children with
Indian arts and paintings.

We have fashion show to encourage our beautiful ladies to
participate in this competition. Please check our website
to contact the organizers of this talent show. While we
are working hard to make this event a memorable one by
inviting high quality artists from India, it is adding large
sum to our budget. We are, however, confident that with
your financial support by large numbers registering as basic
standard but many of you also as Donors and sponsors that
you can afford. We are confident that you will support this
grandeur event with open heart so that you can enjoy and
be proud of the quality of our conference this year.

Please check our website at https://nabc2026.com or www.
nabcapp.com and register immediately. Our hotel rooms
are very limited because of the NABC week being also the
final weeks of FIFA World cup in the east coast. Hotels
are restricting number of rooms at our highly discount
prices. Hotels are going fast. Please register by the end of
March to ensure you get hotel rooms at our group rates
of discounted price. Because there is no hotel attached to
the venue, we will have bus shuttle between our venue
and our list of hotels all day but especially every 15 min
in prime hours of morning, evening and at night after
closing. We also have arranged special parking rate of $15/
day unlimited in and out at the venue with free parking at
some hotels of our choice.

We are looking forward to seeing you all at the beautiful

Westchester County Center just few miles outside New York
City. Thank you in advance for your support of NABC2026.

Ashok Rakhit

President and Jt. Convenor
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NORTH AMERICAN BENGALI CONFERENCE ~ WESTCHESTER COUNTY CENTER : WHITE PLAINS : NEW YORK : USA

3-4-5 JULY 2026

For more information -
General Registration visit : nabcapp.com

General Registration Single: 250 USD
B. Couple or Family of Two adults: 400 USD
C.Kid (4to 12years) 50 USD

D. Student ( With valid Student ID) 150 USD
Benefit of General Registration

eAll attendees at NABC 2026 register under general registration will have access to all
programs and visit all

exhibitions, shows, seminars, pavilions.

e Hotel available at special rate for NABC 2026.

Attendees will be able to take partin all participatory programs including contest, special
workshops, if accepted by program directors and additional entry fees if any.

¢ Couple discount applied.

e Student discount applicable.

* Name will appear in list of attendees.

SPONSO0OR

e BE A PROUD SPONSOR EXPERIENCE
EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGE AT NABC 2026
Benefactor Sponsor: 1,200 USD (2 Adults, 1 Night Hotel)
Donor Sponsor: 2,500 USD (2Adults,, 3 nights Hotel, 2 for 5 meals)
Premium Donor Sponsor: 2,800 USD (2 Adult + 2 Kid, Meet & greet, 3 nights Hotel, 2 for 5 meals)
Bronze Sponsor: 3,500 USD (2 Adult + 2 Kid, Meet & greet, 4 nights Hotel, 2 for 5 meals)

Silver Sponsor: 5,000 USD (3 Adult + 2 Kid, Meet & greet, , 4 nights, 10 adults +10 kid meals)
Gold Sponsor: 10,000 USD (4 Adult+2 Kid, Meet & greet, 2 room,4 Nights, 20 adults+ 10 kid meals)

e e e e e

Celebrities at NABC & Meet and Greet Event

NABC 2026 will be attended by musicians, and artists up close.
many celebrities, artists, from Film Take selfies, get autographs, and
and Music industry and other enjoy lively conversations in a
cultural sphere of Kolkata and relaxed and exciting atmosphere.
India, and Bangladesh. Whether you’re a lifelong fan or just
Get ready for an unforgettable curious to meet the stars behind the
experience! Join us for an exclusive magic, this event promises
have the rare opportunity to interact connections.
with your favorite celebrities,

The Ultimate Bong Experience
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Rules for submitting articles to Sangbad Bichitra

Submit only one text at a time in any one category.
Send articles to this email : sangbadbichitra5@gmail.com

1) Poems should be within 12-20 lines.

2) Short poems should be within 6-8 lines.

3) Short stories should be between 250-500 words.

4) Stories should be at least 1200 words but no more than 1500 words.

5) Essays/ articles related to literature, science and social issues should be less than
500 (for an article) to 1000 (for an essay) words.

6) News form within your local community about art, culture, etc. should be within
100-500 words. Success stories of your next generation young members on any arena
car be shared.

7) The text should be formatted in Avro font and stored as a MS Word (.docx) file.
Handwritten content, an image (like JPEG or a PDF) file are not suitable formats and
submissions will not be accepted.

8) Content should be previously unpublished and original.

9) Content should be free from typographical and grammatical errors.

10) Any content directly commenting on a political party, religion, caste, nation ora
particular individual in a biased positive or negative manner will not be accepted for
publication.

@ Please understand that if the submitted content does not confirm to the guidelines
set forth above (especially word limit), it will not be accepted for publication (due to
space constraints of a 16-page magazine).

@ This is a publication focused on community(ies) and our main aim is to publish
news from any organization that promotes Bengali art and culture. As local Bengali
organizations submit content to us, we will strive to publish items accordingly.

@ Your opinion is important to us : Please provide your review (via email) of the
contents of “Sangbad Bichitra” as it tackles pertinent subjects and viewpoints and
their manner of presentation. If there is any room for improvement, please do
not hesitate to describe them briefly and we shall publish your feedback in our
subsequent edition.

Advertisement Rates for Sangbad Bichitra - 2025

(Color — Back Page)

1Issue |1/2Yearly Yearly

Full Page | (14x10inch) | $250 | $1,500 | $2,500
1/2 Page (10 x 7 inch) $150 | $750 $1,250
1/4 Page (5x 4 inch) $100 | $500 $1,000
1/8 Page (5x2 inch) $50 | $250 $500

(Color — Inside) 1 Taane || 172 Yearly Yearly

Full Page (14 x10 inch) | $150 $1,000 | $2,000
1/2 Page (10x 7inch) | $100 | $500 $1,000
1/4 Page (5x 4 inch) $75 | $250 | $500
1/8 Page (5x 2 inch) $35 $150 $300

® Minimum three (3) issues.
® Payment is required in advance.
® Make check payable to : CAB
® Mail to : Cultural Association of Bengal
® Address : Arpita Gupta - Treasurer
20, Cambridge Road, Lafayette NJ-07848, U.S.A
® Zelle to : 516-965-5277

m.

\ Digital version published In collaboration with [’ Ra unaq Publication directed by Rupa Majumdar
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46th North American Bengali Conference 2026
On 3,4, 5 July
At Westchester County Center, NY

THE GREATEST SHOW!

Sunday Bollywood Dhamaka E . Saturday Night Spe

SHIERHAR

LIVE IN NABC 2026/
——

O[l(?ning s

LIVE CONCERT BY LEGENDARY KUMAR SANU
DURING MEET AND GREET IN THE EVENING ON 2ND JULY

A
Hosted By =1
CA CAB is the
. i i, O ot Grant
Risichester 5 220 Feir & s Fumfe'r & Grantor
Counly - N tnge of NABC since

Pl b N e L N . ESTR 1971 & 1981
St 3 Joty 2036 N Farmen
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NORTH AMERICAN BENGALI CONFERENGE ~ [WESTCIESTIR COUNTY GENTER : WIIITE PLATNS :NCW YORK: USA

Centenary In participation :

Celebration of

M AH A N AYAK Jisshu sengnpta : HEA COURSGE IGNITED INDIE'S REVOLUTION.
UTTAM Gourzb Chattopadhyay o e e, g
KUMAR De\qina Kumar ‘ _._I APremier Slansvn Danna & Musical Trmavaganta

SAODAGARER NOUKA
gﬁp.l N0
(A Bengali Play)

Drama: Ajitesh Bandyapadhyay
Music, Acting & Direction: Parthapratim Deb
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THE MOST FAMOUS CELEBRITIES & ARTISTS

Kaushiki Chakraborty, Vishal Dadlani, Shekhar Ravjini, Shantanu Moitra,
Amzad Aki Khan, Aneek Dhar, Chandrima Roy, Koyel Mallick, Jissue
Sengupta, Deblina Kumar, Gourab Chatterjee, Joy Sankar, Mayuri Saha,
Poulami Chatterjee Bose, Saheb Chatterjee, Joy Dutta Gupta , Taslima
Nasrin, Kumar Sanu, Trijoy Dev Dey, Chandrika Bhattacharya, Aditi Munshi,
Manashi, Parthapratim Deb, Shovansundar Bosu, Subhadeep Das
Chowdhury, Laisa Ahmed Lisa, Tanmoy Bose
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46th North American Bengali Conference 2026
On 3,4, 5 July Visit:
At Westchester County Center, NY nabcapp.com
Welcome To Historic Hudson Valley Heart of New York
THE BEST HOTELS -
FIVE TO TEN MINUTES DRIVING DISTANCE FROM
THE LATEST MODERN EQUIPPED FACILITY
- .ﬂ:‘ -

| p— - — L S R
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WESTCHESTER COUNTY CENTER

ERMAN §

il ol ) [, LU [l
UNTY CENTER : WHITE PLAINS : NEW YORK : U '
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Hampton Inn White Plains Springhill suites
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46th North American Bengali Conference 2026

On 3, 4, 5 July
At Westchester County Center, NY

THE LARGEST SHOPPING MAILL

B.Sirkar Jewellers , Bengal Jewellery, Malabar Gold, New Paritosh Jewellers, P.C.
Chandra Jewellers, R.N.Dutta Jewellers, Rahul Jewellery Creations, Rahul
Jewellery Creations, Senco Alankar, Senco Gold & Diamonds, Gehna Inc, Rice / Adamas
Group, Shyam Sundar Jewellers,

Adi Dhakeswari Bastralaya, Badsha (Boutique), Banarasi Niketan, Ciradel Saree,
Rupahali Sarees, Darzee by Snehasish, Jailakshmi Silks, Kanishka Saree,

PR Kabita Textiles, Mahua Collection, Brishti Butika , Dheu Butika, Fashionista by
Rumi, Sudipta Boutique, Namrata Weaves

Godrej Realty, Infinity Realty, Keventer Realty , Mani Group , Primarc Realty, Ruchi
Realty, Saltee Group, Alcove Realty, Ambuja Neotia Realty, Siddha Group, Shree Balaji
Realty, Srijan Realty , Sriji Cellesta Realty, Urbana Realty, Peerless Housing, Tata Housing,
Chatterjee Cleaning and Art

Keya Seth, Ichchhepuron, EIILM Kolkata (Education), Techno India Group, PKG
Hospital, , Red Ochre Woodlands Hospital, Shrachi Group, Shalimar Group,
Pakrashi Harmonium, Packhill, Red Ochre, Royal Palace, Mukharochak,
Hindustan Sweets

VERY IMPORTANT SEMINARS, FORUM

BUSINESS FORUM NABC IDOL
NABC 2026 Business summits and seminars RN "N T CONTEST
are dynamic professional gatherings which
bring together industry leaders, entrepreneurs,
executives, and experts to exchange ideas,
explore innovations, and foster meaningful
collaborations.

YOUTH FORUM
Invitation to the NABC 2026 Youth Forum - A
Empower | Engage | Elevate Are you ready to be R l
a voice of your generation? We warmly invite Musical & Dance Talent Show
young participants across North America and Reunion
beyond to join the Youth Forum at NABC 2026 g g
in New York — a vibrant space designad by Film Festival
youth, for youth. Short Film Festival

YOUR TALENT - OUR STAGE
¥e are committed 1o promote young talent
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Visit & Install :
www.nabcapp.com

Fashion

Join us and
shine on the
runway.

Experience a stunning Fashion ST

Show celebrating Indian—Westemn Inviti ng All
attire, where timeless Indian ~ :
craftsmanship meets contemporary ("“'g"““"‘ 15
global style. Curated and supported ~ - S e
by a celebrated designer, renowned .hb_l “nn'ng !Jl(l i
clothing label, and an exclusive
boutique, this showcase highlights
olegont silhousttes, rich fabrics,
and modern interpretations of walk the fusion of tradition

tradition. and modernity.

Step into the spotlight and

Ladies are warmly invited to
participate In the fashion walk,
embracing confidence, grace, and
individuality on the runway.
Whether you are a first-time
walker or a style enthusiast, this
is an opportunity to be pert of &
glamorous evening that
celebrates fashion, culture, anc
self-expression.

' Cordially welcome all fashion |
label, boutique, & clothing line
ethnic, Indo-wastern, & ‘
westam.

CONTACT

Sumana - +1 516 BOD 73567
Sumaouli - +1 416 7002563

Mona -+ 1571423 8726
Rup-  + 18504496173
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Email - sbcabusa2025@gmail.com
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Sangbad Bichitra

Every year CAB recoghizes persons
who have devoted themselves for the
spread, conservation and upliftment of
Bengali Language, Bengali Culture and
Bengali Communities in North America.
If you want to recommend any such
person to CAB for this “Recognition”,
please send his name with a short
profile (200 words) via the email given
here before April 15, 2026.

0 Email - sbcabusa@gmail.com

% >

\

@ 1f you want to read your Poem / Story / Prose in 2026 Banga
Sammelan, please contact with the following volunteer.

@ please send your story / poem / prose for the magazine

“*Special

of 2026 Banga Sammelan to the following email address.
unapproved articles will not be returned.

N otice

Mroem  Romantic Night
Anjali Denandee

Maharashtra, India

Petals whisper secrets to the wind at night.
They are romancing the Full Moon’s light.
Fragrance is emotionally wandering.

The fireflies say, “How we are wondering!”
The stars look surprising.

The night feels wonderful.

The beauty of nature is endless.

Your smile is heartful.

Your love is cool.

I gaze at you,

Unblinking in the face of your peace.

Love dwells in my mind and beats in my heart.
We are filled with eternal bliss.

Night birds are flying with a new view.
Expectation is a relationship’s part.

My hope is like the sky.

There, you and I fly.

Just side of us, here is flowers,

Who are with heavenly powers.

They invite us together for enjoy with them.
Now our happiness is the same.

N

Sudipta Chattopadhayay
\ sbcabusa2025@gmail.com

J

A pair of eyes
Ashoke Basu
West Bengal, India

I know your eyes follow me

When I turn and depart

without words.

Silence is our teacher,

so is love.

Melody of water touches my heart,

and 1 stop beside a lake

where the gentle breeze carries
innocent news about our

separation.

I sleep, and you come in my dreams ,
but nothing is visible

except those two eyes.

The poetry of patience grows bigger,
and dark sky fails to conceal its woe.
The birds galore continue to chatter.
Nature surrenders to my unheard tune.
And 1 wait for you, hours, months, years,ages.....
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BENGALI AUTHOR MANI “SHANKAR” PASSES AWAY

i,

Eminent Bengali author Mani Shankar Mukhopadhay, popularly known as
‘Shankar’, died at a hospital here on Friday (February 20, 2026) afternoon,

family members said.

Mukhopadhay, 93, was unwell for some time, they said.

He is survived by two daughters.

Mukhopadhay, whose novels like ‘Chowringee’ captured the complexities
of urban life and society, was widely regarded as one of the most popular

authors in Bengali literature.

M News The community solidarity person Pabitra Chaudhuri
of Bengali Community of New York Passes away

Pabitra  Narayan  Chaudhuri
commonly known in Bengali
Community as “Pabitra da” or
“Pabitra Babu” passed away
on February 22, 2026. The
community feels like that their
beloved lean on person has
been taken away from them
and they cannot help but
lament the demise of this great
philanthropist whom they always
as one of their own. He would go
any length to fight to eradicate
humane sufferance, he wanted
to create a society devoid of any
evils, only and only comprised of
fairness and just society.

Pabitra Narayan Chaudhuri (Feb 6, 1940- Feb 22, 2026) was
a distinguished scholar and community leader whose life
journey began as a child in Burma and led him through
the migrations of undivided India (East Bengal) and then
present-day India in the days of Partition. After earning a
Master's in English Literature with Honors from Calcutta
University, he maintained a steady career at the Shipping
Corporation of India. However, determined to build a
better life for his family, he made the courageous move
to the United States alone. He struggled immensely during
those early years, taking up any available job to sustain
himself while focusing on his education. It was only after
he persevered to earn his Master of Science in Maritime
Management from the State University of New York that
he brought his wife, Manisha, and daughter, Ishani, to join
him. With his family finally by his side, he went on to serve
for 20 years as an analyst for NYC Health and Hospitals.

Deeply committed to his spiritual roots, he conceived,
organized, and spearheaded both the Vaishakhi and Bengali

N\

programs at the Sri Sri Radha Govinda Mandir (ISKCON
New York) for over five years. He was determined to
bring the local Bengali community to the temple and
actively encouraged the youth to write articles and
stage plays, recognizing them as the future carriers
of the message of Sri Chaitanya and Sanatan Dharma.
A fierce protector of his culture, he served as the
Vice President of the Indian American Intellectuals
Forum, where he worked for over two decades to
dispel ignorance and combat biased reporting against
India. His voice reached thousands as he co-hosted
the ‘Bharat Darshan' radio program on RBC Radio
NY for seven years with Arish Sahani. Additionally,
he served as Chairperson of the Bengali Association
of North America (BANA), was a life member of
the Cultural Association of Bengal and editor of
the Udayan Newspaper for the Bengali community.
Alongside his wife and daughter he operated the
Binapani Vedic School in Brooklyn for over 20 years,
working to continue reaching a new generation of
youth to instill in them the history and message
of the Vedas. His lifelong commitment to selfless
service, the upliftment of others, and the nurturing
of the next generation culminated in his role as the
creator and Chairman of the Beautiful Mind Trust
school in Kolkata, cementing his legacy as a man
of both his community and humanity. His service
to the Community was rightfully recognized and he
was awarded plaque by the most famous and the
oldest Bengali Association called “Cultural Association
of Bengal”. This community will tearfully remember
him and pray for the salvation of his soul and be
bestowed ultimate peace in the arena of life beyond.

He is survived by his wife, Manisha, daughter Ishani,
son-in-law, Subrata Mishra, and brother-in-law, Devi
Rakshit.

10
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w e Former prince Andrew, a historic downfall

CIARA CAROLAN

Thu, February 19, 2026 at 6:48 AM EST

Former British prince Andrew’s inexorable fall from
grace has reached an extraordinary new low as he
becomes the first member of the UK royal family to
be arrested in the modern era.

Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor, as he is now known,
had already been stripped of all his titles last year
by his brother King Charles 111 and ousted from his
home on the Windsor estate to a remote corner of
rural England. The man who once swanned around
the world in private jets, staying at luxury hotels
and palaces, was in custody and likely spending his
66th birthday Thursday inside a police cell. Andrew
was already deeply unpopular with the British public,
with an October YouGov poll finding that 91 percent
had a negative opinion of him.

Dubbed “Randy Andy” by the British tabloids, he
once led a gilded life as the favourite son of the
late Queen Elizabeth 1. But shocking revelations
about his relationship with US convicted sex offender
Jeffrey Epstein and the illegal actions he allegedly
participated in have likely sullied his reputation
beyond repair. On Thursday UK police arrested
Andrew on suspicion of misconduct at his new home
in Sandringham in Norfolk. It came after a fresh cache
of documents published earlier this month by the US
Justice Department appeared to show that Andrew
sent Epstein potentially confidential documents
during his time as a UK trade envoy.

At least nine separate UK police forces have confirmed
they were assessing reports which appear to link the
former prince to Epstein. Born on February 19, 1960 in
Buckingham Palace, in his younger years the British
public adored the handsome prince and helicopter
pilot who fought in the 1982 Falklands War against
Argentina. He was seen as fun and comfortable around
people, unlike his more remote and stuffier older
brother, Charles. But as his excesses went unchecked
and times and attitudes changed, the public grew
tired of his behaviour and then increasingly angry.
The re-emergence of allegations that he had had sex
with Virginia Giuffre, a trafficking victim of Epstein,
on three separate occasions, including twice when
she was just 17, reignited public outrage. The scandal
has snowballed since then. The latest release in
January of the “Epstein files” included a picture of
Andrew leaning over a woman lying on the floor.
In a November 2010 email seen by AFP and sent
while he was trade envoy, Andrew appeared to
share with Epstein reports on Vietnam, Hong Kong,
Shenzhen and Singapore following an official visit to
\Asia. He also reportedly sent the American financier

details of the trip -- on which he was accompanied by
Epstein’s business associates — along with investment
opportunities months later. Prime Minister Keir Starmer
has indicated that Andrew should testify to the US
Congress about his ties to Epstein. Andrew has been a
persistent source of embarrassment for the monarchy.
A devastating 2019 television interview in which he
defended his friendship with Epstein, and failed to
express any sympathy for his victims, further humiliated
the family. He also faced ridicule after countering a
claim that he had been “profusely sweating” during
an alleged encounter with Giuffre, saying he could
not sweat because of a medical condition. Andrew was
stripped of his military and His Royal Highness (HRH)
titles in 2022 and shuffled off into retirement after being
sued by Giuffre and paying her a multi-million pound
settlement, even though he did not admit any fault.
Giuffre, a US and Australian citizen, died by suicide at
her farm in Western Australia in April last year.

- ‘Air Miles Andy’ -

Internationally, Andrew was once best known for his
1986 wedding to the fun-loving Sarah Ferguson, or
Fergie. bBubbly, friendly Sarah had been considered
an ideal match for Andrew, who had a reputation as
a “playboy prince”. The couple had two daughters,
Beatrice and Eugenie. But by 1992 the pair had split
amicably, contributing to what the late queen Elizabeth
I1 called her “annus horribilis”. They finalised their
divorce in 1996. Andrew left the Royal Navy in 2001,
after 22 years of service as a helicopter pilot, and
became a special government trade envoy until 2011,
earning a new nickname — “Air Miles Andy” — as he
jetted around the world at the taxpayers’ expense.
Questions also piled up about his judgement after links
to various dictators emerged, and he faced repeated
criticism of being brash, arrogant and rude.

King Charles finally moved into action in October,
stripping his brother of his royal titles and ousting
him from his home on the Windsor estate. Ferguson,
whose reputation has also been tarnished by revelations
from the Epstein files, was also stripped of her title of
duchess and left to seek a new home on her own.

11
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