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MATRIMONIAL INVITATION

—
— e e ——
N

A matrimonial match is invited from educated girls
for a 35 yrs old, 6 ft 2 in tall educated in Canada
and USAPGDM from Canada and MS (IT) from NYIT,
a software professional working for a reputed bank
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, holding a H-1 B Visa
Sponsored by father (US Citizen) for Green Card, both
sisters are living in NJ & CA Father a retired Indian
Army Officer (Colonel).

Please reply at : Email - adas03112@gmail.com
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Short-Story In Their Shadows

Subhodev Das
New Jersey, USA
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Ire:::a]’l the face of a nine-year old girl, in a sepia-toned photograph [
restored from the abyss of time. With her father beside her, the

little girl was glancing down at her deceased mother. There was a
hint of sadness on her face, but she was otherwise remarkably calm
given how deep her emotions ran at the loss of her dearest person,
Her composure made her look mature for her tender age. The girl
was my grandma (on the paternal side). The year was 1915.

| came across the photograph when | was in college, a few
years after grandma had departed. Till then, my memaories of her
were a short, white saree-clad woman, who fiercely defended her
beliefs. She wanted to preserve the Bengali culture: the language,
the dress, the food, and everything in between. Mr. Siddhartha
shankar Ray, the grandson of Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das, had
faced my grandma during his tenure as the Chief Minister of West
Bengal. His towering structure condescended to the slight lady

in admission of his failure to uplift Bengal and the Bengalis and,
therefore, unworthy of his illustrious grandfather's lineage. There were
other stories too. On one occasion she had tackled, with her sons, a
gang of dacoits who had raided our ancestral home in Krishnanagar in
the middle of the night.

The photograph helped me to bridge a gap in my understanding of
my grandma. None of us has ever seen her fretting about life or shed
a tear. The intervening years had only helped to grow her resolve. Her
earthly possessions were meager. She would go as far as she could

But grandma, you never shared your life story with me. You were walk, that would be the entire city of Kalkata, to reaffirm her beliefs. She

married off at the tender age of eleven, had your first child at fourteen passed away while returning from one such trip.

and went off to have ten more over the next three decades. Then
something happened. You moved to Kolkata with your surviving nine
children, leaving behind grandpa. You fraded your married woman'’s attire
with that of a widow's and closed the door on your past. You raised your
children all by yourself enduring utmost hardships. You taught yourself
to read and write and knew Ramayana and Mahabharata from cover to
cover, You argued the need for women to be literate, self-reliant, and

Ermpowered BN E oo their own de=tiy generations to walk in their shadows.

On this International Women's Day, | reflect on my grandma’s
influence on the early years, the formative ones, of my life. She had
not heard of IWD. In her world, every day was a woman's — that would
be her — day. She emphasized that unless one has challenged herself,
she has not discovered her true capabilities. Complaining about the fight
or, even worse, abandoning it is not an option. Women like her inspire
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Intangible Prevails
Rituparna Khan

West Bengal, India

Swan white heart
Robed with brown skin
Dark eyes
Slender torso.

A figurine with perfection
and imperfection.
Crystal clear brain

Robed with blonde hair
high cheekbones
flat nose.
A figurine with perfection
and imperfection.
Transparent breezy soul

robed with curvy bosom
deep naval point
wide chest
A figurine with perfection
and imperfection.
All created by that super power

with love oozing out from heart
with skill churmning out from brain
with compassion steaming out from soul.
Intangible prevails...

bodyshaming adheres to tangible humans!
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