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CAB President’s Message

Dear Members:

When attempting to write my message this month,
I was somewhat lost thinking what would be a
relevant topic today in October 2026 from CAB's
perspectives to be a Presidential message! Suddenly,
it occurred to me that my wife and 1 are planning
to be in Kolkata this year during Durga Puja that I
have missed over three decades! While I am excited;
I am also little sad to leave our community Durga
Puja at Ananda Mandir that has been a very special
experience of lifetime for me that 1 grew up over
almost 30 years since its inception. I suddenly felt
that I want to capture the experience and emotions
in me almost 50 years ago when I left home vs. my
first experience here in New Jersey in 1983 with
Garden State Durga Puja (GSPC) organized by many
of my Jadavpur University College Friends living
in Jersey City and then much later in early 2000
starting our first sarbajanin Durga Puja at newly
created Ananda Mandir through aspirations of New
Jersey Bengalis to build a religious cum cultural
center of our own! Looking back this opportunity
of community home building experience made me
a person often I think much richer and larger than
me in absence of it!

Sorry for this digress and come back to my original

thoughts in this write up Durga Puja: From
the Streets of Kolkata to the Hearts of Bengalis

Around the World The same Mother, the same

emotions, but two very different experiences. For a
Bengali, Durga Puja is much more than a religious
festival. It is an emotion deeply rooted in childhood
memories, family traditions, cultural identity, and an
extraordinary sense of belonging. Whether one lives
in Kolkata or thousands of miles away in New York,
London, Toronto, Sydney, or elsewhere, the arrival of
Maa Durga brings a special excitement that is difficult
to describe in words.

In Kolkata, Durga Puja is not simply celebrated. It
is lived. But what happens when a Bengali leaves
Kolkata and makes a home thousands of miles away?
It is a very different experience like when I came to
the US and was involved in GSPC puja in Jersey City
with my college friends and other Bengali immigrants
in Jersey City. Unlike back home, there are no familiar
neighborhood pandals around every corner. The sound
of the dhak does not spontaneously fill our streets here.
Life continues as usual. Offices remain open, children
attend school, and daily responsibilities do not stop
simply because Maa Durga has arrived. Yet, something
extraordinary happens. Bengalis living abroad begin
searching for one another. Community organizations
spend months planning celebrations. Volunteers
work tirelessly after their regular jobs; preparing for
cultural performances by children and adults alike and
decorate venues. People drive for hours, sometimes

travelling from neighboring states or distant cities, just
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Rules for submitting articles to Sangbad Bichitra

Submit only one text at a time in any one category.
Send articles to this email : sangbadbichitra5@gmail.com

1) Poems should be within 12-20 lines.

2) Short poems should be within 6-8 lines.

3) Short stories should be between 250-500 words.

4) Stories should be at least 1200 words but no more than 1500 words.

5) Essays/ articles related to literature, science and social issues should be less than
500 (for an article) to 1000 (for an essay) words.

6) News form within your local community about art, culture, etc. should be within
100-500 words. Success stories of your next generation young members on any arena
carn be shared.

7) The text should be formatted in Avro font and stored as a MS Word (.docx) file.
Handwritten content, an image (like JPEG or a PDF) file are not suitable formats and
submissions will not be accepted.

8) Content should be previously unpublished and original.

9) Content should be free from typographical and grammatical errors.

10) Any content directly commenting on a political party, religion, caste, nation ora
particular individual in a biased positive or negative manner will not be accepted for
publication.

® Please understand that if the submitted content does not confirm to the guidelines
set forth above (especially word limit), it will not be accepted for publication (due to
space constraints of a 16-page magazine).

® This is a publication focused on community(ies) and our main aim is to publish
news from any organization that promotes Bengali art and culture. As local Bengali
organizations submit content to us, we will strive to publish items accordingly.

® Your opinion is important to us : Please provide your review (via email) of the
contents of “Sangbad Bichitra” as it tackles pertinent subjects and viewpoints and
their manner of presentation. If there is any room for improvement, please do
not hesitate to describe them briefly and we shall publish your feedback in our
subsequent edition.

Advertisement Rates for Sangbad Bichitra - 2025

(Color — Back Page)

1Issue |1/2Yearly Yearly

Full Page | (14x10inch) | $250 | $1,500 | $2,500
1/2 Page (10 x 7 inch) $150 | $750 $1,250
1/4 Page (5x 4 inch) $100 | $500 | $1,000
1/8 Page (5x 2 inch) $50 | $250 | $500

(Color — Inside) 1Issue |1/2 Yearly Yearly

Full Page (14 x10 inch) | $150 $1,000 | $2,000
1/2 Page (10x 7inch) | $100 | $500 $1,000
1/4 Page (5x 4 inch) $75 | $250 | $500
1/8 Page (5x 2 inch) $35 $150 $300

® Minimum three (3) issues.
® Payment is required in advance.
® Make check payable to : CAB
® Mail to : Cultural Association of Bengal
® Address : Arpita Gupta - Treasurer
20, Cambridge Road, Lafayette NJ-07848, U.S.A
® Zelle to : 516-965-5277
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to participate in a weekend Durga Puja celebration.
It is not celebrated here on the actual panjika day
but on the closest weekend when we have days off
at work and in schools. For those few precious days,
a school auditorium, community center, or even a

convention hall becomes a little piece of Bengal.

For immigrant parents like us, Durga Puja carries
an additional responsibility: introducing their
children, many of whom were born outside India,
to the traditions and cultural heritage of their
ancestors. Children learn the significance of Maa
Durga (win of Good over Evils), participate in cultural
performances, experience traditional rituals, and
discover a connection to a homeland they may know
primarily through family stories. In Kolkata, Durga
Puja surrounds us. Abroad, we must come together to
recreate it In Kolkata, the entire environment creates
the celebration. For Bengalis living abroad, the
celebration exists because people make extraordinary
efforts to preserve it. There is also a certain nostalgia
in each of us that accompanies every overseas Durga
Puja. While celebrating with friends and family, our
thoughts often travel back to Kolkata or our small
town —to the neighborhood where we grew up, the
friends with whom we spent countless Puja evenings,
our parents and relatives, and the familiar streets
illuminated during those magical autumn nights.

Today, as Bengali communities organize Durga Puja
celebrations in major cities around the world, the
festival has become an international expression of our
cultural heritage. Maa Durga's annual homecoming
reminds us that home is not merely a geographical
location. It is where our traditions, memories, and
loved ones come together. Since last year, Bengalis
in New York started celebrating Durga Puja in heart
of Big Apple (New York) in Times Square over the
weekend (Saturday and Sunday) to celebrate Maa's
arrival home in midst of tens of thousands of tourists
from various parts of the country and the world
to show case our celebration of religious devotion,
art, music, dance and other traditions of human
creativity.

In Kolkata, every neighborhood becomes one large
family. Perhaps the most remarkable aspect of

i

Kolkata’s Durga Puja is that the celebration extends

far beyond individual households. The entire city
participates. Religion, art, music, food, and social
interaction merge into an extraordinary expression of
Bengali identity.

It is this unique cultural phenomenon that earned
Durga Puja in Kolkata recognition on UNESCO's
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity in 2021. In Kolkata, Durga Puja surrounds
us. Abroad, we must come together to recreate it.

our children grow up understanding that being Bengali
is not determined by geography alone. It is an identity
sustained through language, literature, music, food,
traditions, shared memories, and human relationships.

And today, as Bengali communities organize Durga
Puja celebrations in major cities around the world, the
festival has become an international expression of our
cultural heritage.

Maa Durga’s annual homecoming reminds us that home
is not merely a geographical location. It is where our
traditions, memories, and loved ones come together.

Wirk you all 4 joful and Happy
Derga Puja

Ashok Rakhit

President
Cultural Association of Bengal
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RE News

Sangbad Bichitra

Comparison of Mathematics in

Russia, India and USA.

A few years back one of my acquaintances came to
our house from Kolkata to spend a few days with
our family while he was heading to University of
Texas for his Ph.D. in Mathematics. Later on, I came
to know that he was the winner Math Olympiad in
Europe. For me it was astonishing to hear that India
produces many young mathematicians who excel
in the world in the field of Mathematics. I knew
Singapore and China are widely considered the best
countries for teaching Math consistently ranking
at the top of the international assessment like
the Program for International Student Assessment
(PISA).

It was well known that Russia is also one of the
ranking countries whose standard of Mathematics
teaching excels in this field. The Academicians
always admire Singapore and China on top while
Russia, USA and India are not far behind. As
an Indian living in the USA, 1 decided to find a
comparison among the three countries like Russia,
USA and India.

It is considered among the Mathematicians that
“Math education in the United States generally lags
behind Russia and India in foundational pacing and
theoretical depth, though the U.S. system places a
stronger emphasis on critical thinking, flexibility,
and real-world application.” To draw a comparison
the following parameters were evaluated to consider
the actual process which leads them to excel in
mathematics.

In United States: Algebra and geometry are typically
introduced in high school (grades 8-9 or later), often
taught as separate, formula-based subjects focused
on procedural patterns.

Russla: Algebra and geometry are integrated earlier
(around grades 6-7) and taught as rigorous tools for
logical and mental development rather than rote
calculation. Thus, Russian students get extra two
years to train in the subject.

Indla: Advanced foundational concepts like algebra
are introduced up to two years earlier than in the

U.S., building a heavy computational and conceptual
baseline before higher education.

The adopted procedural difference is also obvious
in Teaching the subject and the Focus on the goal
of success Is also some what different In these
countries.

@ Us. Approach: Emphasizes interactive learning,
real-life applications, and collaborative projects,
encouraging students to understand how to think
and adapt. However, general K-12 classrooms often
suffer from a fragmented, procedural focus.

@ Russlan Approach: Relies on deep theoretical
explanations, lengthy proof-based problem-solving,
and independent analytical reasoning pioneered by
elite mathematical traditions.

@ Indian Approach: Focuses heavily on high-volume
procedural fluency, competitive exam preparation
(like JEE), and early mastery of complex arithmetic
and algebra.

Performance and Outcomes

@ International Rankings: On global standardized
tests like PISA and TIMSS, U.S. average scores
regularly trail behind top-performing international
jurisdictions and countries, including Russian
education hubs like Moscow City.

@ Higher Education & Workforce: While average
U.S. foundational math scores trail, American
universities excel at fostering broader critical
thinking. Meanwhile, the rigorous pipelines of India
and Russia consistently produce a high volume of
engineering and mathematical talent, with many
moving into global leadership.

So, the goals of these countries in achieving the
apex of mathematics are set according to their own
philosophy and socio-structural need of the relevant
country. If we explore the standardized testing
like (PISA/TIMSS) or look into how specialized math
programs like Russian Math schools operate in the
U.5.7
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Teaching Philosophy and Focus

@ Us. Approach: Emphasizes interactive learning,
real-life applications, and collaborative projects,
encouraging students to understand how to think
and adapt. However, general K-12 classrooms often
suffer from a fragmented, procedural focus. [1, 2, 3]
@ Russian Approach: Relies on deep theoretical
explanations, lengthy proof-based problem-solving,
and independent analytical reasoning pioneered by
elite mathematical traditions. [1, 2]

@ Indian Approach: Focuses heavily on high-volume
procedural fluency, competitive exam preparation
(like JEE), and early mastery of complex arithmetic

and algebra.
Performance and Outcomes

@ International Rankings: On global standardized tests
like PISA and TIMSS, U.S. average scores regularly
trail behind top-performing international jurisdictions
and countries, including Russian education hubs like
Moscow City. [1, 2]

@ Higher Education & Workforce: While average U.S.
foundational math scores trail, American universities
excel at fostering broader critical thinking. Meanwhile,
the rigorous pipelines of India and Russia consistently
produce a high volume of engineering and

The achlevement of American students compared to
that of students In other countries.

Reading, Mathematics, and Sclence Literacy of
15-Year-0ld Students

The Program for International Student Assessment
(P1SA), coordinated by the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD), has measured
the performance of 15-year-old students in reading,
mathematics, and science literacy every 3 years since
2000, except for a 1-year delay in the current cycle
(from 2021 to 2022) due to the coronavirus pandemic.
In 2022, PISA was administered in 81 countries and
education systems,1 including 37 member countries
of the OECD.

PISA 2022 results in this indicator are reported

by average scale scores, which range from 0 to
1,000.2 In addition to reporting overall scores, this
indicator also presents international comparisons of
achievement scores by student gender.

In 2022, there were 5 education systems with higher
average reading literacy scores for 15-year-olds
than the United States, 25 with higher mathematics
literacy scores, and 9 with higher science literacy
scores. On average in the United States, female
students scored 22 points higher than male students
on the reading literacy scale and male students
scored 13 points higher than female students on
the mathematics literacy scale. The male-female
average score gaps in reading and mathematics in
the United States were not measurably different
from the OECD average score gaps. There was no
measurable difference between the average science
scores of male and female students in the United
States or on average across the participating OECD
education systems.

In reading literacy, average scores in 2022 ranged
from 329 in Cambodia to 543 in Singapore. The U.S.
average reading literacy score (504) was higher than
the OECD average score (476). Compared with the
80 other education systems in PISA 2022, the U.S.
average reading literacy score was

@ higher than the average in 68 education systems;
@ lower than the average in 5 education systems;
@ not measurably different from the average in 7
education systems.

Courtesy — Google and others
OECD - organization of economic Co-operation and
develop

PISA — Program for International Student Assessment
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MAR! Marka Third Dirgs Puvis i Rbode loland,

Placing Humanity Above Grandewr
Prateek Mandal
Rhode Island, USA

Durga Puja is more than a religious celebration—it
is a living tapestry of art, culture, craftsmanship
and community. In 2021, “Durga Puja in Kolkata”
was added to UNESCO’s Representative List of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity,
recognizing the festival as a vibrant tradition where
devotion, creativity and collective participation

converge.

MAItRI, a Bengali cultural association founded in
Rhode Island in 2023, carried that spirit into New
England when it organized the state’s first-ever
Durga Puja in 2024. The inaugural celebration was
a resounding success, drawing visitors from Rhode
Island, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Jersey and
New Hampshire over two days.

For the Bengali diaspora, it marked a historic
moment—Rhode Island finally had its own Puja.
This year, MAItRI is preparing to bring that cultural
vibrance back to the state. Durga Puja will be held
on October 17 and 18, 2026, at the Barrington
Congregational Church, a serene venue overlooking
the bay. With its emphasis on inclusivity and
community, MAitRI hopes to recreate the warmth

and togetherness that defined its debut celebration.
From Five Families to a Flourishing Community

MAitRI—meaning friendship and unity—began
with just five families. Today, it has grown into
a thriving community of more than 50 families.
Beyond celebrating Bengali traditions, MAitR1 has
become a space for building friendships, sharing

experiences and creating a sense of belonging in
Rhode Island.

A Puja with a Message

This year's celebration carries a theme rooted
in empathy. While the community gathers to

celebrate, dance, sing and share meals, MAItRI also
seeks to acknowledge those affected by devastating
floods, particularly in Assam and Nepal. A dedicated
wall of artwork will depict the impact of flooding
and the resilience of communities that continue to
celebrate Durga Puja despite hardship. Some pieces
portray Puja pandals serving as temporary shelters for
displaced families, with the image of Goddess Durga
standing as a symbol of hope and protection.

The theme also encourages reflection on environmental
responsibility. As extreme weather events and flooding
become more frequent worldwide, the artwork
invites visitors to consider how human actions and
environmental changes are shaping our shared future.
It is a reminder that celebration and compassion can

coexist—that joy does not erase the need for empathy.
A Touch of Kolkata in Rhode Island

For many Bengalis, few things evoke Kolkata more
vividly than a neighborhood cha-er dokan—the humble
tea stall where conversations flow as freely as the tea.
MAIitRI will recreate that nostalgia through an artistic
installation inspired by the traditional Kolkata tea
stall. The space will echo familiar sights and sounds:
clay cups, roadside adda, casual chatter and the
unmistakable warmth of Kolkata.

For some, it will feel like a journey home. For others, it
will offer a glimpse into an essential part of everyday
Bengali life.

Celebrating Art and Artists

Culture remains at the heart of MAItRI's Durga Puja.
The two-day event will showcase artists from across
New England and New Jersey, featuring performances
by MAitRI members, guest artists, children and adults.
Dance, music, drama and audio drama will all find a

place on stage, creating an intergenerational celebration
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of Bengali creativity., Of Ceteber 18, reowied menu filled with beloved Pujo flavors. From mutton

violinist Anabil Chaudhuri and tabla virtuoso Partha kosha and firni to Bengali pulao, beguni, khichuri,

Karmakar will present their first-ever jugalbandi—a kalakand amd. xosopolla, the dishes, will mvoke

- . ; ; memories of home, family gatherings and recipes
soulful weave of North Indian classical ragas rich Y & & P

with artistry and devotional resonance. passed down through generations. For many, the
food will be more than a meal—it will be nostalgia
Bpcanme Pulp s Alco Abet Food served on a plate. And Then, Until Next Year...

As every Bengali knows: ‘Stz 929 9FE 291"

No Bengali festival is complete without food, and
Next year, the celebration will return—because Pujo

MAItRI's volunteers are once again preparing a
is not just an event, but a promise.

|

| R

i

17th October, Saturday & 18th October, Sunday
BARRINGTON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

461 COUNTY RD, BARRINGTON, Rl 02

A
_‘.

[.',"1 HOMELY ENVIRONMENT

s SUMPTUOUS FOOD

¥i¥) CULTURAL EXTRAVAGANZA

contact us

\ maitri.neusi j:!l..ni.unll
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RE Poem

Autobiography

Arundhati Sarkhel
Massachusetts, USA

My Vol

For the last ten years, I have been a part of Haverhill (MA)
I came here

River Bands’ poetry series which began in the spring of 2016,

when a group of local poets and writers gathered By creative When I was young

Haverhill and exploring the regular poetry reading inspired And after a few years

by the Merrimack River, which flows through Haverhill and I became a Citizen

several New England cities on its 117-mile journey to the Pay taxes, learn o langnage

Atlantic, the group adapted the name River Bands to reflect Culture and adapt a few things

both places and purpose. After one decade, the April 15th voice still, people ask me

of river birds was published, and 1 am in it. Finally, with big Where are you from

. ; Do you have a car
circulation, poets came from all over Massachusetts. My few Y

books are already in our library ( Love Haverhill, No wonder, Some like my answer

Three generations), but this one is special because I am a And some don’t

part of a bigger community. Also, one of my poems, My voice I came from a democratic country

And live in one

chosen by the local museum.

I believe everyone has an opinion
Respect that

Now my book is in my local library
I don't belong only

Multicultural program

I belong everywhere

Because inclusion

And diversity is in

Slowly, T learn to say

This is my Town

And this is my Hospital.
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NABC 2027 WAIS 2027

JULY 2-4 - SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA WORLD Al SYMPOSIUM

MORE REASONS TO BE AT NABC 2027

Where Al’s brightest
minds converge.

The first-ever World Al Symposium at 47th North American Bengali Conference!

{ o o0+

DAY SESSIONS - THE FULL Al STACK COMPANIES, STARTUPS &
UNIVERSITIES

Al Chips

Build the next Al corridor.

From Silicon Valley innovation to India’s next Al ecosystem.

U'.

West Bengal

ATTEND SPEAK SPONSOR

Register now Take the stage Partner with WAIS

At worldaisymposium.aorg Share your work in one of five From $5,000 for startups to
FREE with NABC registration sessions. $100,000 Title.

Friday, July 2, 2027
Dr. Prithviraj Banerjee 9100 AM~5:00 PRLFT
Convenor, NABC &
World Al Symposium 2027 SCAN TO REGISTER

worldaisymposium.org

A flagship event of NABC 2027 - Organized by the Organization of West Coast Bengali Associations
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CRIGIER]

A DURGA PUJA OFFER FROM NABC 2027

Pujo Priority

Registration

009909900990 9:0:0:0: 9009 0-0:0:9:90:0:0:0-¢:0:9:0-90:0:9-¢

PUJO SPECIAL
5 0/ *OFF | Save onyour NABC 2027
0 registration

*Valid only on standard registrations

Register early. Save 5%.

REGISTER NOW — nabc2027.org/register

SCAN TO REGISTER

47th NABC - The largest global Bengali conference in the world.
Three days. A world of experiences.

¢ Music, Dance & Theatre

¢ Celebrated international artists
¢ Literature, Cinema & Visual Arts
¢ Friends, Alumni & NextGen

¢ Culinary Festival

¢ Exhibits, Jewelry & Marketplace

FLAGSHIP EVENT

World AT Symposium 2027

Global Al leaders, researchers and founders, in the heart of
Silicon Valley worldaisymposium.org —

July 2-4, 2027 - Cow Palace, SF Bay Area © nabc2027.0rg
2600 Geneva Avenue, Daly City, CA 94014 €) NABC 2027 Bay Area, USA
-0 0-0:0-0:0-0-0-0-9-0-9-0-0-0-0-0-0:0-0:0-0:0-0:0-¢:0-0-0-0-0-9-0:9-0
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NABC 2027

47TH NORTH AMERICAN BENGALI CONFERENCE

Bengal Soul,
Silicon Mind.

@S Tt efea (e — i) € Fifess Siifer creasa |
July 2-4, 2027

San Francisco Bay Area

N A d et A,

sy, (1
r'-'r".'}"‘ Lo

THE VENUE

Cow Palace

An iconic Bay Area landmark

A WORLD OF EXPERIENCES

-2

. . = . . FLAGSHIP EVENT
Literature, Film & Friends, Alumni &

Visual Arts NextGen World Al Symposium

nabc2027.org/register
f NABC 2027 Bay Area, USA

REGISTER NOW

SCAN TO REGISTER

Sangbad Bichitra - September 2026. Digital Version. Published by Cultural Association of Bengal, North America.




