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Press Release :

Aabaha Art and Theater Festival Enthralls Atlanta

with a Unique Celebration of Culture and Creativity
Atlanta, GA — August 6, 2023

Kallol Nandi

Convenor, Aabaha Art and Theater Festival
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he city of Atlanta bore witness to an extraordinary

convergence of culture, creativity, and community at the
inaugural Aabaha Art and Theater Festival, held on August
4th and 5th. Transpiring at the remarkable “The Eagle @
Sugar Hill” in Sugar Hill, GA, the festival transformed into a
haven of theatrical brilliance and artistic expression, marking a
historic milestone as the first-ever theater festival exclusively
dedicated to the Indian Subcontinent immigrant communities.

This unprecedented event served as a beacon of cultural
diversity and unity, as immigrants from the Indian Subcontinent
utilized the compelling medium of theater to share their stories,
heritage, and experiences. The festival facilitated a seamless
cultural exchange through performances in three languages —
Bengali, Hindi, and English — effectively transcending linguistic
boundaries. Beyond captivating performances, the Aabaha
Art and Theater Festival provided an unparalleled platform for
cultural exploration and profound conversations.

The festival’s opening night set the stage ablaze with the
touching Hindi play “Aadhe Adhure,” masterfully presented by
the Atlanta-based Dhoop Chaoon Hindi Theater Group. The
following evening witnessed a stirring performance titled “Dar;j
Lamhe Khudkushi Ke” by the Hindi Rangmanch group from
North Carolina, delving into the intricate tapestry of human
emotions.

The second day of the festival was an immersive journey
through Bengali, Hindi, and English dramas, encompassing a
range of narratives. From the thought-provoking “Durghatana

(Accident)” by Chicago Natyogoshthito the emotionally charged
“‘An Emotional Cripple” by Mandi Theater from Chicago, IL,
the festival offered a mosaic of perspectives. “Five Grains of
Rice” by Ebong Theatrix from Washington DC provided an
immersive theatrical experience, while “Ekti Obastab Golpo
(An Implausible Story)” by Atlanta Theater Workshop, GA, and
“Khela (The Play)” by Songlaap from Cleveland OH, unveiled
captivating Bengali viewpoints.

The crescendo of the festival arrived with the premiere play
“Confession,” an emotionally stirring performance presented
by the festival's organizers, Aabaha. This poignant production
resonated deeply, leaving an indelible impression and
embodying the festival’s core values of cultural education and
inspiration.

Beyond the realm of theater, the festival enriched attendees
with a thought-provoking panel discussion on August 6th.
Theater enthusiasts and artists engaged in meaningful
dialogues, sharing their personal journeys and addressing
the evolving role of theater in the lives of Indian Subcontinent
immigrants in the USA.

As the curtains descended and applause reverberated
through the venue, attendees embarked on a sensory voyage,
savoring delectable ethnic cuisine. Amidst bites of flavorful
dishes, discussions flourished about the performances, the
narratives they conveyed, and the techniques that breathed
life into them. These conversations organically evolved into
captivating interactions with directors and actors, offering
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a unique opportunity for attendees to gain insights into the
intricate realm of theater production.

The intermission between plays transformed into a hub of
enlightenment and understanding, where participants delved
into the depths of each production’s narrative, symbolism,
and creative choices. Directors shared their inspirations and
challenges, while actors illuminated the process of bringing
characters to life. Engaging dialogues unfolded, transcending
cultural boundaries and creating an atmosphere of cross-
cultural exchange.

Amidst the fervor of theater, an art exhibition showcased
the talents of the local community, boasting breathtaking oil
paintings, watercolors, collages, and wood crafts. This visual
spectacle provided an opportunity for guests to immerse
themselves in the creative minds of the artists, exploring the
visual language of culture and expression.

The synergy of the art exhibition and culinary delights cultivated
a cultural milieu that facilitated organic conversations about life,
traditions, and the potent influence of storytelling. Attendees
from diverse backgrounds united over shared experiences,
unraveling new perspectives and enriching their understanding
of different cultures.

Brandon Hembree, Mayor of the City of Sugar Hill, graced the
festival as the Guest of Honor, and despite language barriers,
his sentiment resonated: “You don’t have to understand the
language in order to see beauty in the field of emotion, that was

g [oat
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especially the case in the last performance. | have enjoyed my
time here today and | just wanted to thank you for bringing the
outside world to our community.”

Kallol Nandi, the visionary convener of the festival, extended
heartfelt appreciation to the participating theater groups and
Aabaha members for their unwavering dedication in bringing
this event to fruition. The festival’s visionary tagline, “Using
theaters for cultural education, entertainment, and inspiration
of the community, create a platform for cultural exchanges
among people of diverse ethnicities and build a bridge between
the Mainstream and Immigrants,” reverberated powerfully
throughout the event.

As the inaugural Aabaha Art and Theater Festival culminated,
it etched an enduring mark on Atlanta’s cultural landscape,
foreshadowing a future adorned with artistic exploration,
unity, and shared experiences. The resounding success of
the Aabaha Art and Theater Festival not only spotlighted the
exceptional theatrical talent of the Indian Subcontinent but
also showcased the extraordinary potential of art to serve as
a bridge, fostering connections between diverse communities.

For additional information and captivating visuals, please visit:

https://www.aabaha.org/aabaha-art-and-theater-festival-
2023/“Confession”

Submit only one text at a time in any one category.

Send articles to this email:

cabsangbadbichitraeditors@gmail.com

1) Poems should be within 12-20 lines.

2) Short poems should be within 6-8 lines.

3) Short stories should be between 250-500 words.

4) Stories should be at least 1200 words but no more than 1500
words.

5) Essays/articles related to literature, science and social issues
should be less than 500 (for an article) to 1000 (for an essay)
words.

6) News form within your local community about art, culture, etc.
should be within 100-500 words. Success stories of your next
generation young members on any arena can be shared.

7) The text should be formatted in Avro font and stored as a MS
Word (.docx) file. Handwritten content, an image (like JPEG
or a PDF) file are not suitable formats and submissions will
not be accepted.

8) Content should be previously unpublished and original.

-

Rules for submitting articles to Sangbad Bichitra

9) Content should be free from typographical and grammatical

errors.
10) Any content directly commenting on a political party, religion,
caste, nation or a particular individual in a biased positive
or negative manner will not be accepted for publication.

%k Please understand that if the submitted content does
not confirm to the guidelines set forth above (especially
word limit), it will not be accepted for publication (due to
space constraints of a 16-page magazine).

% This is a publication focused on community(ies) and
our main aim is to publish news from any organization
that promotes Bengali art and culture. As local Bengali
organizations submit content to us, we will strive to
publish items accordingly.

%k Your opinion is important to us : Please provide your
review (via email) of the contents of “Sangbad Bichitra”
as it tackles pertinent subjects and viewpoints and
their manner of presentation. If there is any room for
improvement, please do not hesitate to describe them
briefly and we shall publish your feedback in our

subsequent edition.

cabsangbadbichitraeditors@gmail.com
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Advertisement Rates for Sangbad Bichitra - 2023

(Color — Back Page) (Color — Inside)

1 Issue|1/2 Yearly| Yearly
Full Page (14 x10 inch) $250 $1,500 |$2,500
1/2 Page (10 x 7 inch) $150 $750 |$1,250

1 Issue |1/2 Yearly | Yearly
Full Page (14 x10 inch) $150 $1,000 |$2,000
1/2 Page (10 x 7 inch) $100 $500 |$1,000

1/4 Page (5 x 4 inch) $100 $500 |$1,000 1/4 Page (5 x 4 inch) $75 $250 $500
1/8 Page (5 x 2 inch) $50 $250 | $500 1/18 Page (5 x 2 inch) $35 $150 | $300
#* Minimum three (3) issues. % Address :
% Payment is required in advance. 346 Yale Road, Garden City,
% Make check payable to : CAB NY 11530, USA
* Mail to : % Zelle to : 516-965-5277
Cultural Association of Bengal
\ >

Sangbad Bichitra—September 2023. Digital Version. Published by Cultural Association of Bengal, North America.




