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NABC 2022:
Organized By: Cultural Association of Bengal
Planet Hollywood, Las Vegas, NV. July 1,2 & 3, 2022

Chairman: Kali Pradip Chowdhury,

Convener: Milan K Awon

Emeritus Coordinator: Prabir Roy
NABC 2023 :
Organized By: Prabasi, Massachusetts

: Indra Deb

Chairperson

Details will be published later
NABC 2024 :

Organized By: Bengali Association of Greater Chicago,
Chairperson: Indranil Roychaudhury

Details will be published later
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NEXT GENERATION

17-year old Indian-American Samir Banerjee
wins Wimbledon boys' singles title

o
-

S

W Samir Banerjee (born October 2, 2003) is
an American tennis player. He belongs to a
Bengali family. His father is from Assam
and mother from Andhra Pradesh, before
both migrated to the USA in the mid-1980s
and got married there.

Banerjee reportedly started playing tennis
at the age of 6.

Banerjee has a career high ITF junior
combined ranking of 2 achieved on 12 July
2021.

Banerjee won the 2021 Junior

< Wimbledon title.

Banerjee will attend Columbia University.

17-year-old Indian-American Samir Banerjee just wanted to win a match at Wimbledon
boys' junior circuit. But he ended up achieving so much more than that. The kid from
New Jersey lifted the singles title on Sunday, marking a promising start to his fledgling
career.

Banerjee won 7-5 6-3 in a clash against Victor Lilov which lasted for 1 hour 22 minutes.
"It's going to be amazing, this trophy is going to be my centrepiece, I'm going to look at
this and be inspired to keep playing and hopefully come back here as a pro," he was
quoted as saying by the Wimbledon website.

When it came to the match-point, Banerjee dropped his racquet and put his
hands on head in disbelief as if he could not believe he won. "My uncle is here,
he's not technically a tennis coach, but if these results keep happening then |
should start travelling with him more," he said jokingly.
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17-year-old Sameer Banerjee, who was previously ranked 19 in the world, had crashed out in the

junior French Open first round. Interestingly, Wimbledon was only his second appearance at a junior

Grand Slam. 9
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IMMIGRANT”’S

FAMILY NEXUS

Dilip Chakrabarti

Sunil and Mona migrated
to USA for more than
two decades ago from his
home town Kolkata. Sunil’s
parents were school teachers
by profession. Sunil’s parents
were happily living in their
ancestral house which was
built by Sunil’s grandfather.
It is a two-story house having
enough space for all of them
living together.Sunil has one
brother and one sister. When
Sunil moved two USA his
parents and brother Aml were
living together in the same
house with his wife Kamala.
Sunil has one brother and
one sister. Sunil’s  sister
Soma was married and she
was living with her husband
in a nearby neighborhood in
the same city, Sunil’s family
was well known in the arca
because their family was
well educated and two of
his siblings. his brother an
Engineer and sisterhad a Ph D
degree in Chemistry. Nikhil,
Sunil’s father and mother
Bina were very proud of their
children. Evervbody will be
very happy and proud to have
well- educated children like
them. Sunil was a Medical
Graduate who emigrated to
USA.Any family will envy
the success and achievements
of this family. Nikhil was a
High School Teacher all his
life and his wife was also
a Primary School Teacher.
Both of Sunil’s parents
were retired and their lives
were going on the meagre
income from the pension.
Although their children were
all earning good money,
they would never accept any
money from their children.
However. Sunil would give
his salary every month to his
mother and take for his travel
and pocket expenses from his
mother. Rest of the money
was going to a Bank Account
which was set up in Sunil’s
name in a local Bank. Anil
never contributed anything

to the family. on the other
hand he would occasionally
borrow money from his
mother and never return that
money., For any family needs
he would always say — Ma, |
do not have money. ask Sunil.
He was really a very selfish
person. Sometimes  Sunil’s
mother would be frustrated
with Anil’s selfishness and
tell her hushand — Anil is
so cheapskate. 1 am afraid,
he will treat his wife bad
and their family life might
become wverv unhappy for
his selfishness and tightwad
character.

Brother, Aml is an
Engineer and works for the
State Government, and his
sister, is a lecturer in a local
college. Sister, Soma is
married and lives with her
husband. she hardly visits
her parents, she is always
afraid that her parents may
ask her for money, so she
took the policy of avoiding
altogether. although she lived
in the same town. she did
not see her parents for last
two vears. Nikhil and Bina
always missed their daughter,
sometimesthey would tell one
another how their daughter
became so careless aboul her
own parents, may be, she has
no love for her parents. Their
feelings were hurt by Soma’s
indifference towards them but
they never spoke to her about
it. Once Bina mentioned it to
her daughter Soma—Why vou
don’t want to come to visit
yvour parents? Your father and
I miss vou a lot. Tell us what
we can do so that you visit us
frequently and we get to see
our daughter more.

Soma said — Mom, nothing
you can do. I shall visit vou
when [ feel like to visit. please
do not force me into things. |
do not like, then 1 shall stop
to come here altogether.
She threatened. Besides,
what do vou care about me?
Whenever | want something

from vou. vou always say
-no, and you want to save
everything for mv brothers.
She was very rude to speak to
her mother.Besides, 1 know.
that you love my brothers
more than me. Anil and Sunil
are apple of your eyes. she
expressed her cantankerous
attitude. She threw a tantrum
and annoying words to her
mother.

Bina listened to Soma
and said — it is not true, |
have always treated all my
children equally, on the other
hand I have given more of my
ornaments to you rather what
| kept for my daughters-in-
law. Instead of complaining,
vou should be happy with
what you got from me.

Bina was very hurt by her

daughter’s comments. Her
heart became touchy and
sad. smnce then she never

mentioned her daughter to
her husband. Since then. the
relation between mother and
daughter never ameliorated.
Soma’s meanness and greed
hurt Bina but she could
not do anything but to cry
alone and feel the pain in
her bosom. Sometimes Bina
realizes that Soma and Anil
are very selfish and greedy.
their avarice disembogue a
very deep and painful feeling
in her.Although she felt very
disappointed about these two
kid’s upbringings but she had
none but to blame herself
for this failure. She did not
share this pain with her
husband either. Ewventually
she made herself the ultimate
responsible person for Anil’s
and Soma’s misbehavior. Al
the end she accepted this as
her failure and fate.

Anil, an Engineer by
profession was working for
the Government in a high
position. He was responsible
for building roads in the
area. every feet of road were
always bemmg bult under
his  supervision.  Corrupt
contractors  would  pay
him bribes and use under

quality and under quantity of
materials and as a result. the
road would break apart soon
after the construction was
finished. He was always more
friecndly to the contractors
who were cheating the
Government with low
quality of materials and often
overlooked any wrong doings
by these dishonestbusiness
men A few vyears back Anil
was in trouble when the
villagers complained against
the construction of the road
with low grade materials to his
boss because he was the head
Engineer who was looking
after that project, he did not
pay any altention to this
matter and then the villagers
wenl to  higher authorities
and lodged a complaint
against Anil.The Authorities
were not too happy with
Anil’s supervising activities
because he always seemed
not to care for the correct
composition of the building
materials, and did not care
about the quality of the road
which was being built. The
Authorities could not ignore
the powerful ruckus created
by the wvillagers and then
they formed a Committee of
three Members and started
the investigation against
Anil. As the investigation
went deeper and deeper, Anil
started to get nervous because
he knew he did not follow
the department’s guidelines
and favored the Contractors
who were cheating the
Government and the Villagers
as well. At this point Anil
realized that he needs some
serious legal help and money
to get this help. He knew — his
financial needs could be met
by his brother who lived in
America. So. he made a plan
to borrow money from his
brother. But he knew that his
brother will not lend him the
money unless his parents ask
for it from his brother. Sunil.
So, one day during the dinner
he told — Ma and Baba, | am
in a big trouble in my office,

they are investigating me for
negligence, accepting bribe
and fraud, | have to have a
lawyer Lo fight the allegations,
| am innocent but | have to
prove it to the Investigating
Committee. 1 need money
for the lawyer. Ma. when you
speak to Sunil. please ask
him to send me one lakh of
rupees, | shall pay him back
as soon as this investigation
is over. Ma, please help me
in this sitwation. If | cannot
take the lawyer. 1 may lose
my job and my life will be
destroved.

Anil’s parents heard Anil’s
pleas and then his mother
said — We tried to teach you
the strength of honesty and
truthfulness when vou were
young but you decided to
take the path of greed and
dishonesty, now vyou are
begging for help. tell me —
how 1 am going to ask Sunil
that your brother is in trouble
for accepting bribes and now
he needs to borrow money
from you to fight the case
against him, honestly 1 will
not ask him for any money,
your greed created the mess,
yvou do whatever you need
to do, besides vou did not
pay any money back which
you borrowed last time. |
cannot support a dishonest
son for his misdeeds. Sunil
is in a different country, he is
working very hard. | cannot
put pressure on him for
money. if he needs money for
some reason over there who
would help him? | cannot put
one son in problem to solve
the other son’s problem. By
the by. do you remember
how many times you have
borrowed money from him?
Have you ever paid any of it
back? 1 know — vou did not.
However, you are our child.
we should try to help vou in
this situation, so. [ am giving
vou these two bangles of
mine, you sell them and get
the money. Please don’t ask

me Lo request Sunil to lend
A 3y AEE P
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you money. Her voice was
very sad in despair, her eves
became watery. she felt that
as parents they could not do a
cood job, they raised a selfish
and dishonest child. She
wiped her eyes with the edge
of her Sari. Then she took off
her bangles from her arms
and gave them to Anil.

As shameless as he is. Anil
took the bangles and said -
Baba, this is not going to be
enough for my needs, can you
please lend money from your
pension from next month.
and from now on two of you
have your food jointly with
us. Then he looked at his wife
and said — what you think.
Kamala?

Kamala said —do, whatever
you want, don’t bring me into
it. Her voice was hol, angry
and bitter like an infusion of
Chirata.

Anil’s father replied -
okay. 1 shall give money for
next six months from my
pension, however we are not
accepting your offer for the
food. We shall maintain our
separate arrangement as it is
now. If | give you money. |
know. it will be difficult for
us but we shall try to help
you. Remember. this is the
last time we will stand by
you.from now on try to take
the responsibility of wyour
own action.

Since then, Anil’s parents
were struggling to maintain
their daily lives with the
reduced mcome from their
pensions.

But Anil knew deep down
his heart that he had played
nasty game with his parents
because he really did not
need any money because he
had enough money which he
earned by dishonest means:
he simply did not want to
touch this ill received money
from bribes. Once again. he
cheated his parents and did
not feel bad in his conscience.
He believes only in one thing.
bilking money. once he gets
it he is all happy and content.
morality or conscience has no
value to him,

In USA., a few months
later in the winter Sunil and
Mona were sitting in their
living room and looking atthe
woods of the aphyllous trees
which were covered with
snow and looked like big rows

of downside up chandeliers
hanging from the sky. as far
as they could see all was
covered with all white rows
of trees and land covered with
milky white bed spread of
snow, morning for them was
quite serene and tranquility
took over their mind with the
beauty of nature. They were
looking at one another with
love and affection in their
eves but their moments were
interrupted by a phonecall
from his medical school
classmate and friend Ajay.
Ajay said to Sunil — How are
yvou? Did vou speak to yvour
parents lately? Since I had to
go to the town. I went to your
house to visit your parents.
I did not feel good looking
at uncle and auntie. 1 have
always been blessed with your
parents” love and affection;
they were always very happy
to see me. They were happy

o see me but | was not
happy to see them because
their health conditions

were not good. Auntie was
complaining about her knee
pain and uncle’s eye glass
frame was tied with a thread
with one of the handles;
one of the eve glasses had a
crack on it. It seemed to me
that thev need more caring. |
hope. yvour brother is giving
the necessary care which
they need and deserveat this
elderly age.

When Ajay stopped his
words. Sunil told — Ajay, |
send money every month
to my Dada so that my
parents get whatever they
need. besides. my father
and mother both get their
pensions. Anyway., thanks for
letting me the conditions of
my parents, soon I shall do
whatever needs to be done, |
am coming home very soon. |
shall let you know when | am
coming home. Saving this he
said — good bye to his long-
time friend and put down
the phone. His wife. Mona.
was sitting next to Sunil and
heard the whole conversation
between Sunil and Ajay. She
said to Sunil — let us go home
immediately and find out why
Ajay was complaining about
the conditions of mom and
dad. Sunil agreed with her and
said — first thing tomorrow,
I shall take the leave for a
month from the hospital and
buy the plane tickets for both

of us. In the meantime. please
inform vour parents to clean
our apartment and please ask
them, not to tell my family
that we are coming. | want to
surprise them and find out the
actual situation in my family.
what my brother is doing to
our parents. Mona said — you
are right, 1 shall do it and
arrange for leaving next week
for India. Sunil started to
think that since he migrated
to America. he always sent
money for his parents so that
they can live a very good life.
He also understands that most
of the immigrants like him
have a big problem because
when they send the money
for their dear ones, they have
no control of whatsoever
what the recipient of the
money is doing on the other
end. He might inform the
parents that he received
money from Sunil or he
may just keep quiet about it
and parents will never know
that their son Sunil sent the
money for them. This oflen
becomes a problem for every
immigrant who cares for
their family which they have
left behind, heremembered.
his friend Rajib sent money
to his elder brother to buy a
piece of land in his father’s
name, but his brother bought
the land in his wife's name
instead. when Rajib asked
his brother- why did you do
this? His answer was very
simple - | did it because my
wife could get a loan to build
the house because the it is in
her name. Rajib did not buy
this argument, he made his
brother’s wife to transfer the
land in his father’s name and
since then his brother has
severed all relations with him.
This story is pretty much true
for every immigrant’s family.
brothers deceive brothers.
families cheat  families,
families bilk families. as a
result ultimate looser is none
but the immigrant. he loses
the money and the family as
well. The immigrant’s love
and caring are often used for
sell-benefit of receivers of the
money. The world is full of
selfish giants who do not care
about love or affection, who
care about money and money
onlybut in the long run greed
and avarice bring aboul the
mistrust. hatred and finally
breaking of families,

Sunil and Mona arrived
in their home town early in
a morning flight and went
to his flat to keep all his
belongings and decided to go
to his parents” home.

When Mona and Sunil
arrived his parents’ home
at about midmorning. they
found that Sunil’s mother
waswashing the dirty dishes
oflastnight’s party and Sunil’s
niece was helping herin
cleaning them. Sunil’s niece
came running to her uncle
and auntic and embraced
them with happiness. Sunil
saw his mother 1s wearing a
pale torn Sari and her gloomy
face made her look very tired.
Sunil asked her thirteen-vear-
old niece — how are you,
Keka? Then she looked at his
mother and said — Ma. how
are vou? Before his mother
said anything his niece Keka
said -

Kaku. I am fine. Since today
is Sunday. | do not have to go
to school and every Sunday
and Saturday | help Thakuma
to wash the dishes which are
left from yester night. In the
meantime. Mona noticed that
her mother-in-law was sitting
with the big pile of dishes and
then she rushed to her and
said -Ma. vou go to your son
and talk to him, | shall wash
these dishes quickly and join
you very soon.Keka is here
she will help me. Then she
looked at Keka and said —
Keka. come and help me, let
us finish these quickly, then
yvou can go and speak to your
Kaku.

Sunil’s mother wiped her
hands and said — Bouma. you
don’t have to do it. I shall
finish them later. Then she
went to Sunil and took him
into her bosom and said —dear.
vou came without informing,
1s evervthing alright with
you guys in America? This
is very shocking for us at
this age, [ was scared to see
yvou both suddenly. Sunil’s
mother seemed wailing. her
eves were sparkling with
pearly water, she wiped her
eves and said — son, where is
our grandson? Did he come?
She started to look around
anxiously to seeher grandson
but could not see him,

At that time Sunil replied
— Ma, he did not come. he
has school, so he is staying
with Mona’s cousin. He will

attend the school from their
house.

Okay Baba. so why did vou
come now without informing
us — replied his mother.

Sunil replied with remorse
— Ma. | have been sending
money for you and dad every
month to my Dada (elder
brother). Anil so that vou all
have a comfortable life here. |
did not know that my brother
Anil kept dad and you in a
condition like this. Thanks to
Ajay who let me know about
dad and vou. After Ajay’s
phone call | could not stay
there. | came here as soon as |
could to see dad and vou. | am
shocked to see that my father
wears an eye glass tyving the
frame and lens with a thread.
| always thought that my
Dada was taking care of dad
and vou with my money. |
never thought that my brother
was behaving like an abysmal
like this, knowing all of these
incidents I promise — [ shall
never let dad and vou go
through days like these any
more. Ma. please forgive me,
he touched his mother’s feet
and begged her forgiveness.
Then he said to his mother
and father please come with
us and stay with us for a few
days in our apartment which
Mona’s dad bought for Mona
and me.In the meantime,
Mona and Keka finished
washing all those dishes and
came to her Shashuri(mother-
in-law) and said — Ma. please
oo and change vour clothes,
we shall go to our apartment
with dad and you, from now
on two of you will be living
with us in our place. Then we
shall try to get a permanent
solution for it.

It was noliceable that even
in this hue and cry Anil and
his wife Kamala did not get
up from their bed and come
out to see that his Choto
Bhai (vounger brother) and
his wife have come home
from USA in their home this
morning. So, Sunil’s mother
called Keka and said — go
to yvour mom and dad and
tell them that your Kaku and
Kakima have come from
America. After hearing to
her Thakuma(gzrandmother)
Keka nervously looked at
her Thakuma and said -
Thakuma. you know, if |
wake them up now, they will

A9 12 #EE P
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REGISTRATION OVERVIEW: ONLINE REGISTRATION FOR NABC 2022

The NABC 2022 online registration is a quick and simple process that covers every phase of online
registration. We have listed all the Registration Categories and their associated benefits. Please go to
the Registration Main Menu and select registration category to complete your on-line registration
procedure for NABC 2022 at Las Vegas. Registration payment option when not choosing online
payment by Credit Card.

1. Pay by Zelle Instructions: Payee Name : Use pay@nabc2022.org as Payee Name using Email
Payment notes : NABC2022 Registration No, Registration type, email address, phone number

More information about Zelle:

Zelle is a United States-based digital payments network owned by Early Warning Services, a private
financial services company owned by the banks Bank of America, BB&T, Capital One, JPMorgan Chase,
PNC Bank, US Bank, Citibank and Wells Fargo. You can pay NABC Registration fees from your banks
secure site. For the supported Banks see https://www.zellepay.com/participating-banks-and-credit-
unions.

2. Pay by Check: Please mail your check to:

CAB/NABC2022, Mailing Address: Ranadeb Sarkar, 346 Yale Road, Garden City, NY 11530.

Payment notes : NABC2022 Registration No, Registration type, email address, phone number.

The committee is not liable if the event is postponed due to Force Majeure. For any additional
questions / concern, send email to registration@nabc2022.org or info@nabc2022.org.

Standard Registration Rates: Student: $140 ; Individual: $200 ; Couple: $350;Per Child: $50

Terms and Conditions:

*Children under 5 years of age can enter the conference, free of cost, with their parents, but cannot
occupy seats in any event. All children over 5 years and under 18 years of age must register with their
parents at the “Per Child” rate.Individuals who have registered as Students must show their student
badges when checking in at the conference.Rates may change at any time.

Benefactor - Premium Rates: Registration Rate: $1200

*Includes up to 2 badges, Additional Individual: $200, 2 Children Included Free: Additional Child: $75
*Seating: Premium B; Hotel: 1 Room-Night Complimentary.

Terms and Conditions:

«Children under 5 years of age can enter the conference, free of cost, with their parents, but cannot
occupy seats in any event. All children over 5 years and under 18 years of age must register with their
parents at the “Per Child” rate.Individuals who have registered as Students must show their student
badges when checking in at the conference.Registration Cancellation Policy:

*Rates may change at any time.

Donor - Premium; Registration Rate: 52200 , Includes up to 2 badges,

Additional Individual: $225, 2 Children Included Free: Additional Child: $100 , Seating: Premium A,
Food : 3 complimentary dinner for up to 2 persons, Hotel: 4 Room-Nights Complimentary.

Terms and Conditions:

«Children under 5 years of age can enter the conference, free of cost, with their parents, but cannot
occupy seats in any event. All children over 5 years and under 18 years of age must register with their
parents at the “Per Child” rate. Individuals who have registered as Students must show their student
badges when checking in at the conference.

*Registration Cancellation Policy: Rates may change at any time.

: Donor ; Registration Rate: $2000, Includes up to 2 badges
| *Additional Individual: $225, 2 Children Included Free: Additional Child: $100, Seating: Premium A
'Fﬂﬂd 3 complimentary dinners for up to 2 persons , Hotel: 3 Room-Nights Complimentary

i | Terms and Conditions:

I Same as Donor - Premium (see above)
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NABC 2022 Registration is now open. Please visit the Registration Section to know more.

All About NABC

North American Bengali Conference (Uttar America Banga Sammelan) is popular known as NABC. It all started in 1981 when
the members of Cultural Association of Bengal (CAB) started a small cultural conference in New York. In no time the it
spread all over North America and every year, NABC is organized by CAB in different cities through the local association(s).
NABC, this year, will fall into its 42nd year. The glorious history of NABC is taken aloft because of the relentless effort by
the Bengali practicing people living in North America.

NABC leverages the distinguished audience and a widespread mix of personalities to discuss issues affecting the NRI
community including cultural identity, the future of the community, its role in an increasingly dynamic and globalized
economy and engaging the next generation. There are plenty of networking opportunities, social gatherings, re-unions, film
screenings, literary readings and cultural performances, drama play - all dealing with Bengali culture. The goal of this
year’s Banga Sammelan is to shift the paradigm of the conference from a focus on socialization and entertainment to an
emphasis on the exchange of ideas to create a cohesive Bangali, inspire the next generation, and leave a legacy for the
future. NABC 2022 plans to build on the history staging the programs at Planet Hollywood Las Vegas, CAB Partner
organization from all over North America joins hand together to make the 42th NABC celebration and 50th anniversary of
CAB a grand success. 13
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EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE

President
Chitta Saha

chittasaha@Hotmail.com
Vice-President
Tapas Sanyal
tsanyal@Verizon.net
Dipayan Sarkar

d_Sarkar@yahoo.com

Debasis Adhikari
debasisa@gmail.com
Acting General

Secretary

Partha S. Chakraborty

Treasurer

Ranadeb Sarkar
E.C. Members

Ajay K. Chakraborty
Arpita Gupta
Krish Ghosh
Meghmala Tarafdar
Sugata Bagchi

Co-opted Members
INDRASISH
BASUROYCHOWDHURY
DIBYENDU BAL
ANASUYA SEN
SUDIPTA CHAKRABORTY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Chairman
Milan Awon
milanawon@gmail.com
Members
Abhik Dasgupta
Ashis Sengupta
Ashok Rakhit
Dilip Chakrabarti
Kallol Chattopadhyay
Kumar S. Mandal
Pranab Das
Purna Bhattacharya
~Surajit Sengupta

Please send all articles
by Email: (address)

sangbadbichitracab

@gmail.com
Enquiries about Sangbad
Bichitra ; Please contact :
ARPITA GUPTA
973-919-0724

jié Insurance Company Agent:
nee Majumdar Your trusted

agent for Lfe And Financial Products.

FOR SALE: CHARMING FLAT

A RARE FIND: CHARMING FLAT IN A PREMIUM LOCATION IN
SOUTH KOLKATA WITH STUNNING VIEWS OF THE RABINDRA
SAROBAR LAKE AND MAJESTIC TREES FROM EVERY WINDOW!I
THIS FURNISHED FLAT IS 1250 SQ FEET G BR, 2 FULL BATHS); ON
THE 7TH FLOOR WITH THE FRONT HANGING BALCONY FACING
THE LAKES AND BOTH SIDES (S&W) FULLY OPEN (WEST FACES A
PARK) WITH LOTS OF SUNLIGHT AND LOVELY CLEAN BREEZE
ALL YEAR ROUND.
THIS BEAUTIFUL FLAT HAS IT ALL! IT IS A RARE FIND IN ALL OF
KOLKATA. A HIDDEN GEM]
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: MRS. SUDIPTA
BROOKS, 704-491-1855.

K weﬁfﬁs HECH ASDST TOA
CULTURAL ASSOCIATION OF BENGAL

Tax-exempt,

Non-profit

IRSEMp.No.51-0180481

MEMBERSHIP FORM

Educational
Cernfication of Incorporation |

and Cultural Organization

i Moemboership Feo: 0l

H [ ] USS 2500 (USA _ Annual) |

g | 1 USS 250,00 (USA — Life) !
| | USS 3500 (Cannd la — Annunly |
I 10

ISHISL NN onadn — Life)

PLEASE CHEK ONE:
NEW MEMBER: | ]

I Name:

Spouse’s Name:

A ddress:

Clity: State:
Phone #: E-mail:

ZIP

RENEWAL L1

Encloscid n Check /f Money ovder (Pavable to CAR): S

Signature :

Date:

MAIL TO: RANADEB SARKAR
346 YALE ROAD
GARDEN CITY, NY 11530

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM
A true well wisher of
Cultural Association Of Bengal(CAB)

Any questions for
Membership or
Advertisement dues,
Please Contact :
Ranadeb Sarkar
346 Yale Road
Garden City, NY - 11530.

ranusarkar@hotmail com

Y FAEEE JIEE I
38 fFem@r &7 = a=:
Eﬂ'@f J999 FIE
3 3R T

chittasaha@Hotmail.com

The Sangbad Bichitra, Periodical (USPS # 020-877) is
pubhished monthly by Cuitural Association of Bengal
from 200 Winston Drive# 2920, Cliffside Park, NJ-O7010
and
addiional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER :

Send address changes to Sangbad Bichitra,

4 Entrance Way, Purdys NY 10578

s
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Standing Guard

Dr. Biswamay Ray. Illinois

Late spring,

a dozen of “Impatient” seedlings,

just planted in the ground

full of smiles.

Two in the middle failed to thrive

their roots lay buried
under the ground,

an empty space, whispering - -

Midsummer,

the plants are fully grown, resplendent
in a beautiful shade of dark green leaves
and blooming flowers, purple red

The empty space, empty still

as if by design

the Impatients standing guard
over their comrades’ graves.
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scold me. my dad will be very upset
because they went to sleep late at night,
vou know how dad is. She realized a
real concern in Kaka’s voice. Then
Sunil’s mother said — okay. 1 shall do
it. Saying this she walked to their bed
room and knocked on the door and said
— Anil, wake up. Sunil has come from
America. Gel up and come out to the
drawing room (living room). Then she
came back to the drawing room. In the
meantime. Mona made some tea for
everyone and brought it to the drawing
room. She gave tea to everyone and
gave milk to Keka.

Anil and Kamala came to the
drawing room while rubbing their
eves from a broken sleep. they looked
somewhat perplexed. they did not
know how to greet Sunil and Mona,
with an embarrassed face both Anil
and Kamala said — vou guys are here
without any information. is everything
okay with vou in America? Where is
vour son? They enguired to Mona and
Sunil. Sunil replied - yes. everything
1s fine there, but we came here because
nothing 1s right here. how come
mom and dad are living in such bad
condition, dad’s eye glass is broken,
mom is wearing an old and torn sari.
why they are living in a such poor
condition? | am sending vou money
every month for their comfort and
affluence. Dada (elder brother), you
are not right, instead of keeping them
in comfort, Boudi (elder brother’s
wife). how come my mother is washing
dishes like a maid servant? Why you
guys did not keep a person who can
take care of this kind of household
chores? Show me where did my money
2o? Since vou did not spend the money
for mom and dad, you must return my
money now. Sunil was very angry and
upset with his Dada and Boudi. Then
he turned to his mom and dad and said
— mom and dad, please come with me,
vou don’t have to stay one more minute
with this ungrateful child of yours.
Does our sister Soma know about this
treatment of yours by our beloved
Dada and Boudi? Sunil could not think
— how his brother treated so badly his
own parents. 15 he a human being or
an animal? Even animals treat their
mother with love and affection. Sunil
finished his talking and then turned to
his parents and said — mom and dad,
let us go now to my apartment, [ have
lots of things to fix in this family here.
so that never ever anyone can treat you
like this. He held his parent’shands
and started to walk. At that time. Keka
came to her Kaku and said — Kaku.
can | come with Thakuma? Then she
turned around towards her parents and
said — Ma. | am going with Thakuma,
I shall come back with you when vou
come to Kaku’s flat. At that time Sunil

toldhis Dada and Boudi — please come
to my place soon. we have lot of things
to discuss and straighten. Remember.
yvou are my Dada, we shall have our
lunch together, if you can please call
Soma, 1f she can come to my place
also. Keka is coming with us. she will
come back when vou come back from
my home this evening.

While going back to Sunil’s
apartment. Sunil’s parents explained in
details that their bad treatment started
when they refused to sell the house
to a promoter who wants to build a
multistory building in the place of their
house. And | heard. Anil has taken
some money as advance and since then
he is pressuring me to sell the house.
Sunil and Mona heard all the details
about the proposed sale of the house.
After hearing all of these Sunil and
Mona asked —mom and dad. what you
want to do with the house? Do you
have any idea in vour mind? Dad. | do
not need any money from the house.
Do whatever pleases you to do.

After listening to Sunil and Mona.
Sunil’s mother Bina said — son, vour
father wants to donate the house to make
a school for the poor children who do
not have any place for schooling, and
two of us would like to devote our lives
to educate these unfortunate children
for the rest of our lives. Hearing this
Keka said- Thakuma. this will be great.
She stopped speaking: she was very
happy to hear about the school. She
hugged her Thakuma with joy. The
family enjoved to see that a teenager is
even rejoicing with her grandparent’s
decision of generosity and kindness.

Even Mona and Sunil got very
excited and asked — have you decided
on the name of the school? Can we
hear the name of the school? Sunil and
Mona looked eagerly to their parents.

Sunil’s father Akhil Said — ves. we
have decided a name and it will be in
the name of my mother and father. The
school will be called “Mukti Sadhan
Path Bhaban™, Mukti is my mother’s
name and Sadhan is my father’s name:
we want to keep this name for the
school.

After hearing their plan everyone
in the car started to express their
happiness about the school. Sunil said
— dad. I shall call an attorney tomorrow
to form a trust for the school and start
the process to register the school and
start it as soon as possible. When Dada
and Soma will hear about the school, 1
am sure, they will be very happy also. |
shall be very proud to have a school in
my grandparents” name, nothing could
be happier than this to me.

Sunil’s mother Bina said — hold your
breath, Anil and Soma will never be
happy about this decision, they always
wanted to sell the property and get
the money out of it, they want hard

cash for this property. We are old, we
have no value in life anymore, kind of
burden on our children,we are afraid to
think that Soma and Anil will ever like
our plan for the school. Her voice was
filled with despair and helplessness.
All these thoughts made her morose.
her eves became watery. Bina and
Nikhil never thought in million years
that someday their own children would
create an obstacle to fulfill their dream
in opening a school and fight with them
for the money which even did not exist
then.

Sunil realized that his mother is
concerned with her two other children
about this idea of school. He firmly
said — mom, do not worry at all, I am
here. 1 shall make sure that you can
fulfill vour dream. | shall trv to make
them understand the importance of
the school for two of yvou and | assure
vou that they have only one choice but
to accept your idea for the school. In
the meantime. Sunil and her parents
arrived their home and Mona asked
them if anvone wants some tea or
coffee. Keka said — Kakima, may 1 also
have some coffee. Mom wants me to
drink only milk or juice. mom and dad
does not allow me any coffee to drink.
Keka tried to bribe her auntie with
a hug and a kiss. Mona told her — let
go. | have to ask your mom anyway.
don’t be sobonhomie, it is not going to
work. Be patient. [ shall work for your
caprice, now help me in making tea for
them.

Keka said — Kakima. let’s go, make
the tea and coffee for all of them. Keka
started to push her Kakima towards the
kitchen. Now she is anxious to get to
work for making tea and coflee.

A few days later Anil and Soma
came to Sunil’s place to see Sunil and
Mona. Soma came with her husband,
Abhik, and Anil and Kamala also came
with their daughter Keka. Soma did not
have any child yet. So, Soma was with
her husband Abhik only. During the
lunch time all the discussions started
about their parents” conditions where
they were not treated properly even
though Sunil used to send money lor
them, Akhil and Bina said — children,
we have already decided what we are
going to do with our lives, now you
can supporl us or vou can rejecl our
proposal. for us it does not matter,
because we have already decided what
we want to do and it 1s written on the
stone, it will never change. for you,
vou can help us in fulfilling our dream
or you stay away from us. we respect
yvour opinion either way and we shall
not blame anyone for their dissidence.
Then their father added — Anil was
pressing to sell the house and adjacent
land to a promoter who wants to build
a multistory edifice and he would give
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each of you a flat and some money.
I heard that Anil has accepted some
money as advance from him. if he
did it. he has done animproper act.
this property belongs to us and we
have decided to open a school in this
property. We have already formed a
trust and registered this property as
a school for poor children and the
name of the school 1s “Mukti Sadhan
Vidva Bhaban™ in memory of my
parents. This school is going to start
from next month. Your cooperation
and help would take us a long way
in our endeavor and we shall be
proud of you for supporting us. We
have given you education. you are
all professionals, we believe. you do
not need any money from anyone, so
from now on you are on vour own,
Anil. you have to leave the house
from next month, please arrange to
move from this house before the
opening of the school. If you do not
leave in time, the trust will evict yvou
with legal help. Now decide how you
want to move, with your free will or
be evicted, he sent a strong message
to his eldest son.

After hearing their father. Anil
burst into anger and said — wvou
cannot deprive us from our ancestral
property, vou have no right to do it, |
shall go to court to stop this nonsense
of school. Then he turned to her
sister Soma and said — Soma, do you
agree with me to fight this decision
of opening of the school and stop Ma
and Baba from depriving us from our
rightful inheritance.

Before Soma could say anything,
Soma’s husband Abhik said —Soma
and [ will support their school. we do
not want any money for the property
because it does not belong to us.
besides they are making a school
there. all of us should help them and
be proud of them instead going against
it, all of vou should also understand
that this property legally belongs to
them. if they want to open a school
in it, so be it. Then he looked at his
father-in-law and mother-in-law and
said — Ma and Baba, | am very proud
of you, even prouder to recognize
that 1
such benevolent and good-hearted
people——s like vou. Please let Soma
and 1 know if we ——can be of any
help in the process. Then he turned to
Anil and said —be proud of Baba and
Ma. please help them. it will be good
for vou and vour family, Keka will
learn the value of giving and be kind
to people, he looked at Soma and said
— [ am sure. Soma agrees with me too.
Then he went to his in-laws and did
Pranam (show respect by touching
one’s feet) to both of them for their

became the son-in-law of

philanthropic act of opening a school.
| promise, Soma and [ will be on your
side for the ereation of this school.

When Abhik stopped his words:
Anil got angry with Abhik and said -
Abhik. this is our family matter, it will
be better if Soma and vou stay out of
it. I don’t know —why vou peoples do
not see how much money Baba and
Ma are wasting for this apparition of
school. This money will be wasted
for the peoples whom we do not even
know. come back to your senses. and
stop this dissipation which could be
our fortune. 1 want to make 1t very
clear to all of you that I shall try my
best to stop this ghost of school once
and for all.He stopped his argument
with the fire of anger.

Akhil and Bina heard evervone’s
reasoning very eagerly and attentively.
They understood only Anil is totally
against the proposed school. everyone
in the family is supporting their cause
to open a school. Now. they are
more determined to go ahead for the
school. Akhil said — Anil, the school
is on, whether you support or not. it
will be better for you if support us in
opening the school. It is my property
and 1 have decided to donate it for the
proposed school. We regret that we
failed to instill kindness and human
values in you when you were growing
up. Now. | advise you — try to share
yvour good luck with those who need it
most. that will give vou happiness and
a reason for living the life of a human
being. | want to stop this unwanted
discussion now, because it will hurt
the family unity, eventually love and
alfection of the family will dissipate.
All of you are adult now. please try to
keep the family together and preserve
the family’s love. affection and
integrity together so that some day
vour children feel the pride of being a
part of this family. This school will be
an ember on the family memorabilia
when we all willnot be in this world.
Money is important for life but when
you use your money to change other’s
lite, then vour life and monev both
become more worth having them in
this mundane world. Remember — 1f
vou can change one life of any person
for better then your life becomes
worth living: always try to share your
good luck with those who do not
have it or who need it most. Bina and
Akhil felt kind of tired and depressed
with the attitude of their eldest son.
Anil, but they have decided - no more
discussion on this matter.

The room suddenly became very
quict as the eves of a dead fish in
the ice. It was almost lunch time.
Food came on the table. they looked
very delicious and palatable but
nobody had a mind to enjoy these

mouth-watering delicacies. Bina, the
mother of the children, understood
this by her mother’s instinct and
said — please start taking food or it
will be cold soon, then it will lose
its taste. She started to put the food
in the plates and then put the plates
on the table. soon the air seemed to
be little lighter with the aroma of
food on the table and the members of
this family started to lighten up and
enjoy the food. Sunil said — Ma, food
is delicious and | smell yvour touch in
every dish, especially the goat curry,
only my mother can cook the goat
curry like this, what you say. Dada;
he looked at Anil. Sunil wanted to get
rid of the gloomy situation and make
it a happy time for the family. Finally,
some laughter and happy faces started
to smile, the whole table was happy
and some good personal interaction
started among the family members.
Akhil and Bina were very happy to
look at their happy children. looked
like happiness came back into the
family again.

Sunil started to think that in USA.
almost every immigrant has a story
like the family of his own. These
immigrants work hard to achieve their
goals but the family never realize
their hard work. they only think about
the end resull. the money. Family
members back in home never realize
the hard work their brothers or sisters
are domng. they only ask for money
even though they have plenty of it
earned by themselves, it is an extra
eravy for the other family members.
Every immigrant wants to give a
steady and solid financial help to his
family but the family most of the
times wants more and more. family
starts to squeeze the immigrants more
and more for money even though they
really do not need it. Most of the time
families think that their immigrant
child is picking the money from a
tree, so. asking for more does not
make them feel guilty or ashamed.
The other side of the coin. most of
the time. when some immigrant
goes to visit his family, they do not
mention about the hard work they do,
they only flash money. as a result of
this immature act, the family often
misunderstands the children. and
often asks for more monevand then
the children get annoved with the
family. But Sunil’s family is little
different. His parents never asked for
a dime, but his brother, Anil, is little
different, he always tried to get money
from Sunil. greed was in every drop of
Anil’s blood. Everyone in the family
knew that Anil was a wily person and
he would not spare any chance toget
things to his advantage.Many times.
Sunil felt an implosion in him for his

Dada Anil’s avarice but he never said
anything to his brother to preserve the
family peace and harmony. for Sunil,
love and affection were the most
valuable ingredients in his life, above
all selfishness and meanness. Sunil
often wondered if the immigrants of
England and Europe face the same
kind of pressure for money from
the families. or it 1s just for the US
immigrants only.

With his parents” choice of opening
a school, he thought. was really a
brilliant idea which he embraced
with the bosom of his heart because
this school was going to make his
parents immortal for their kindness.
the family would remain alivetorever
in the history of local town.

To be honest in the beginning.
Sunil was little perplexed about
the idea of his parents and he was
m a dilemma because this School
was going to definitely deprive his
brother and sister from their ancestral
inheritance. but when he saw the
gestatic contentious happiness in his
parents, he could not but vield to their
desire of opening the School. he put
his parents’ happiness above all the
odds related to their own benefits. As
far as Mona and Sunil are concerned.
their parents have taken the correct
step for the right reasonfor the poor
children of the localneighborhood.
They felt happy and proud for their
parents.

[n almost every immigrant there is
a story like this, this is the price an
immigrant pays for his high ambition,
hard work and eventual fiduciary
success in his newly adopted country.
Besides, an immigrant is often envied
by the members of their own family
like brothers and sisters for the
success Lhey achieve in their newly
found homeland. In the beginning it
used to bother Sunil and Mona but
they havegradually learned how to
cope with this kind of jealousy olten
shown by other family members and
make their lives happy and peaceful
as time passed by and for the family
nexus Mona and Sunil would do
anything to preserve it

Notes :

1. Kaku —Uncle (father’s vounger
brother)

2. Kakima — Uncle’s wife

3. Shashuri — mother-in-law

4, Choto Bhai — Younger brother

5. Dada — Elder brother

6. Boudi — Elder brother’s wife

7. Thakuma — Grandmother

8. Bouma — Daughter-in-law

9. Pranam — showing respect to
someone by touching their feet

10. All names are changed
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